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TO OUR SUBSCRIBER .~, 


It is nct too soon to call the attention of our subscribers to 
certain new regulations of the Post Office Department which 
will seriously affect all subscribers to periodicals who may allow 
thenselves to fall behind in the payment of their yearly sub- 
scriptions. When subscriptions to a semi-monthly periodical, such 
as the AMERICAN Druccist, are not, paid within three months 
of the time they fall due the paper cannot be mailed at the 
pound rate, and every periodical sent to a delinquent subscribet 
after that time must be prepaid by stamps at the rate of one 
cent for each four ounces of weight. This will greatly increase 
the trouble and cost of mailing, and as the additional postage 





NEW YORK, JANUARY 27, 1908. 


CHICAGO 


will necessarily add to the bill of the subscriber who allows him- 
self to fall behind in his payments it will be well for each one 
of our subscribers to remit promptly on receipt of bills so as to 
pay in advance or within the prescribed limit of time. 





lt would be interesting to know by 
whose authority the Editor of the 
Bulletin of Pharma- 


ceutical Association inflicts on the 


Bob-tailed Spelling 
for the A. Ph. A. 


the American 
members the peculiar examples of bob-tailed spelling which dis- 
figure the pages of the Bulletin. While Editor Hallberg has an 
‘unquestioned right to indulge in any kind of freak spelling which 
may please him in his private correspondence or in communica- 
tions to the American Pharmaceutical Association as an indi- 
vidual, we do not think that he is justified in making use of the 
organ of the association for the exploitation of a fad that is 
indulged in by only a small number of educated persons and by 


none of the responsible magazines or newspapers of the country. 





Representative Richardson, of Ala- 


In the Interest of bama, has introduced into Congress 


Mail Order Houses” 2? Pill which begins with the provi- 
sion “that postmasters shall not fur- 
nish lists of names of persons receiving mail at their offices,” 
and then proceeds to specifically provide conditions under which 
the postmaster may do this. The bill is clearly intended as a 
means of securing the names of residents receiving mail on the 
rural routes, for nearly every town of any consequence has a 
local directory, from which the names of the residents can be 
obtained by the mail order houses. The bill should be vigor- 
ously opposed by every retailer in the United States, whatever 
may be his line of business, for it would practically convert the 
postmasters into agents for the mail order houses. The Post- 
master General is still bent on securing some sort of parcels 
post legislation, and the legislative committees of every State 
should watch the proceedings of the Congress carefully and be in 
a position to act promptly against any move in the campaign. A 
bill has already been introduced clothing the Postmaster Gen- 
eral with full authority to establish a parcels post, though the 
measure specifically excludes all books and printed matter from 
the benefit of the reduced rate. The measure was introduced 
by Representative Sims, of Tennessee, and should be carefully 
watched and vigorously opposed by all retailers. 
We present in another column the text of 
A Pure Drug Act 2" amendment to the New York State 
for New York Pharmacy law, which embodies the princi- 
pal features of the national food and drugs 
act in so far as it applies to drugs. Under an understanding 
with the agricultural department of the State a bill will be intro- 
duced placing the administration of the pure drug law in the 
hands of that department, as it always has been, while the pro- 


posed change in the pharmacy act covers the drug features of 
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the law. 
hands. 

of the consolidated drug interests, is an effective, well consid- 
ered act and one 


This places administration of the law in the proper 
The bil!, which will be introduced with the full approval 


which should receive the earnest support of 
every druggist as well as that of every one concerned in the 
public welfare. Two other food and drugs acts have already 
been introduced in the Assembly, one by Mr. Cuvillier, known as 
Assembly Bill 232, and the other by Mr. Glore, known as Assem- 
bly Bill 234. We wish to direct the attention of our readers to 
the fact that irrespective of the merits of these bills they should 
be opposed, as all which their authors hope to accomplish is 
provided for in the amendment to the pharmacy act which has 
been drafted by the New York State Pharmaceutical Association 
and printed in another column. We therefore urge our read- 
ers to oppose both these measures and to write at once to their 
representatives in the Legislature, setting forth their opposition 
and the grounds upon which it is based. 


Boards of health, both local and 
Boards of Health and State, are showing an increasing 
Pharmacy Regulation = tendency to interfere in the regu- 
lation of the practice of pharmacy 
by the properly constituted boards of pharmacy. In some parts 
of the country conditions are well! nigh intolerable. The expe- 
riences of the druggist of New Orleans with the local health 
commissioner, who is a physician, should point to the necessity of 
pharmacists taking measures to prevent the unwarranted inter- 
ferences of outsiders with matters that come properly within the 
purview of boards of pharmacy. If boards of health, subject to 
the activity of physicians who make it their business to have a 
hand in “regulating” everything connected with medicine are to 
be permitted to enact laws prescribing the manner in which and 
the kind of poisons that shall be sold and the method by which 
prescriptions shall be dispensed, of what use are pharmacy laws? 
Pharmacists should be vigilant to prevent any invasion of the 
rights and privileges vested in boards of pharmacy by State laws, 
and the utmost resistance should be made to any attempts to 
supersede them by other departments of the governing body of 
the State, such as is contemplated just now in the State of New 
York, where two separate bills have heen introduced in the Leg- 
islature, one of which delegates powers properly belonging to 
the board of pharmacy to the State Agricultural Department, and 
the other to the State Health Department. If lethal agents are 
to be placed under the contro! of health departments a beginning 
should be made with the dispensaries of alcoholic intoxicants and 
the stores where revolvers and similar deadly weapons are sold. 


Where a measure involving such 
radical changes as does the na- 
food 


been put into operation it is not 


Hands Off the 


Food and Drugs Act tional 


and drugs act has 
to be expected that the commercial world can adjust itself to 
The 
friction in so far as the drug trade is concerned has been much 


the changed conditions immediately or without friction. 


less pronounced than and 


expense entailed on that branch of trade in conforming to the 


was expected, though the labor 


law was enormous. Such opposition as has developed to the 
act has been almost entirely cutside the drug trade, though some 


of the drug interests have been inclined to criticise the regulations 
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promulgated for the enforcement of the law. It is with much 
regret that we observe the introduction into Congress of several 
measures intended to change the act which only went into full 
force one year ago. We*believe that we voice the sentiment of 
the entire drug trade and in fact of the commercial world as a 
whole in strongly condemning any change whatever in the na- 
tional food and drugs act at this particular juncture. As a mat- 
ter of fact the act is still on trial and the world of commerce is 
hardly yet familiar with the numerous details of its enforce- 
ment. Any change would therefore involve additional complica- 
tions which would go far toward nullifying the intent of the act. 
We therefore urge our readers to follow the example of Mr. 
Ruf, president of the Antikamnia Chemical Company, who has 
sent to every Congressman and Senator from the State of Mis- 
souri a vigorous protest against any change in this law. In his 
letter to these officials Mr. Ruf said: “I do not believe that the 
business of the country is in such a flourishing state at present 
that further interference with old customs and methods is desir- 
able, but, on the contrary, I believe that it*would be the part of 
wisdom to allow present laws to be thoroughly tried before 
changing them. I trust that you also feel this way and that 
you will not encourage or support such measures as will tend to 
upset or make still more uncertain present business affairs.” If 
every druggist will promptly follow the example of Mr. Ruf in 
this matter the volume of protest may be sufficient to prevent 
changes, and we are convinced that now is 


any change 


undesirable. 


Na- 
tional Association of Superin- 
tendents of Post Office Con- 


tract Stations, an organization 


At the instance of the 
_Druggist Postmasters 


Seek New Regulations 


ninety-five percent, of whose members are retail druggists who 
operate post office substations, a bill has been introduced into 
Congress for the regulation of the remuneration and classifica- 
tion of druggist postmasters. The proposed law embodies the 
result of a thorough investigation into the faults and weaknesses 
of the present svstem and, as it seems to us, represents only what 
is fair and just in an effort to obtain adequate compensation for 
services rendered to an important branch of the Government and 
to the people. A perusal of the bill, the text of which is printed 
in full on another page in this number of the AMERICAN Druc- 
Gist, should convince any one of its just and reasonable char- 
acter. Under existing conditions some substations doing twice 
the amount of business of others are paid proportionately less for 
their returns, owing to the fact that no schedules by which sal- 
aries are regulated are published. The bill in question provides 
for such pubiication of schedules, and in this way aims to, 
remove the uncertainty that now exists regarding the rate of 
compensation to which druggist postmasters are properly enti- 
tled. 


may receive at the hands of the law makers in Washington will 


We need hardly say that the consideration which this bill 


depend almost wholly on the attitude of the druggists themselves. 
It is the Post 
Office and Post Roads, and the situation offers a good oppor- 


now under consideration in the Committee on 
tunity for the druggists of the country to take an active part in 
shaping national legislation. Whether in charge of a substation 
or not every druggist should petition his Congressman in favor 


of the bill, if for no other reason than to demonstrate the falsity 

















AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
of the allegation so frequently made that wherever legislation 
is concerned druggists as a class are dead both to their own indi- 
vidual interests and those of their confréres. In writing to Con- 
gressmen it is necessary to give the number of the bill and the 
name of the introducer, which are as follows:: H. R. 14,639; Mr. 


Bennet, of New York. 


The salient feature of the national food and 


drugs act is that it provides, or endeavors to 


Net Weights 


in Paint provide, means for insuring that the consumer 
gets what he pays for and that he knows what 
he gets. The national act does not apply to paints, but the pro- 


vision requiring the statement of a net weight on packages of 
food stuffs has been received with so much favor by the con- 
suming public, that the leading manufacturers of paints, colors 
and white lead have adopted voluntarily the practice required in 
the nationai law of food manufacturers and will hereafter give 
net weights of their products instead of the gross weights as 
has heretcfore been done, at least as regards the “‘paste,” a form 
of goods in which colors or pigments are ground in oil. For 
some years past the larger manufacturers have sold liquid paints 
of full United States measure, and the adoption of the net 
weights will not entail any changes in their packages, but there 
are many lines in which this custom has not prevailed and we 
are pleased to note that nearly all the reputable manufacturers 
have agreed to adopt it and that the change will be made as 
rapidly as the various makers can effect arrangements for carry- 


ing it out 


At the ripe age of eighty-three, while still act- 
Lord Kelvin _ ively engaged in’the study of those prob!ems 
to which he had given a life of investigation, 
William Thomson, Lord Kelvin, died recently in Glasgow. At the 
early age of twenty-two he was made professor of natural philos- 
ophy at Glasgow, filling this chair with fame for himself and 
credit for the university for fifty-three years, retiring only to be- 
come chancellor. He was the foremost scientist of Great Britain 
and had at various times been president of all the foremost scien- 
tific societies of that country. His fame rests particularly on his 
achievements in the field of electricity, though his knowledge and 
his studies were not confined to any one sphere of scientific study. 
It is of interest to note in the historical sketches of his life which 
have appeared that the main characteristic of his career has been 
his wonderful capacity for work. <A survey of his contributions 
to the literature of science shows that he has been unflagging in 
his devotion to research, and all that he has accomplished is a 
tribute to the value of work. No matter how brilliant the mina, 
unless it be coupled with an indefatigable industry the modern 
scientist cannot hope to achieve either fortune or fame, but when 
both capacity and industry are linked both fortune and fame can 
be achieved to a superlative degree even in pure science. How 
large a measure of popular fame was achieved by Lord Kelvin is 
indicated by the fact that the mere recital of the degrees and 
titles which have been conferred upon him by various institutions 
and societies of learning occupies twelve lines in “Who’s Who,” 
a biographical dictionary of contemporary celebrities. Such fame 
can come to but few, but the lesson taught by a survey of such a 


life is that work is the key to success. Lord Kelvin never wasted 


—™ a 
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a moment's time, having always with him, even when traveling, 
a memorandum book which he consulted, working out some of 
the grave problems, in the study of which he was constantly 


engaged. . 


The American provisional government in 


Breaking With = Cuba has succeeded in arousing a hornets’ 


Tradition nest about its ears by the issuance of a de- 
cree establishing an examining board to 
whom shall be entrusted the examination and licensing of 


pharmacists and doing away with the regulations under which 
only university graduatcs could be licensed. Governor Magoon 
defends his action on the ground that the regulations requiring 
the druggists to be graduates of a university were evaded and 
that the order will cure serious abuse.. One of the results of 
the order has been a strike of the students at the University of 
Havana and the forwarding of strong representations to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, both for and against the decree. In view of the 
fact that every effort is being made in the United States to grad- 
ually increase the requirements for registration as a pharmacist 
until graduation from a recognized college of pharmacy shall be 
everywhere required as a prerequisite to registration, it seems 
rather strange to see the provisional Governor of Cuba taking, 
what is, at least apparently, a retrograde step in abolishing the 
requirement of a university degree which has been enforced for 
many years in that country. It is quite possible that some abuses 
may have grown up under this system but we should think that 
it might be possible to cure the abuses without destroying the 
system. One of the results of that system is that the pharmacist 
occupies a much more important position socially in Cuba than 
he does in the United States, and we should be loath to see 
him lose this position by the admission into the ranks of pharmacy 


of men noi fitted by training and education to maintain it. 


PROMOTION WELL EARNED. 

"THE Drug Laboratory of the Bureau of Chemistry of the 

United States Department of Agriculture has been raised 
to the rank of a Division and the salary of its chief, Dr. Lyman 
F. Kebler, has been increased from $2,756 to $3,000 per year. This 
gives the administration of drugs inspection an equal rank with 
that of foods. Each of the inspection laboratories, wherever situ 
ated, is to have a drug chemist, and the work of all of these chem- 
ists is to be supervised by Dr. Kebler just as that of all of the 


food chemists is directed by Dr. Bigelow. 


A* important factor of the work of this drug organization is 
the examination of imported drugs. Considerable work has 
already been done along this line and many impurities have been 
found. The impurities thus far detected are chiefly due to the 
admixture of cheapening and debasing ingredients rather than 
to the misrepresentation of the character of the article or to 
substitutions. The drug division will apply the same methods 
with reference to imported goods which have been employed by 


the food division with regard to imported canned articles. 


N important feature of the recent work of the drug division 
has been the cooperation which has been effected between it 

and the Post Office Department for the purpose of cutting off nu- 
merous fraudulent patent medicines passing through the mails. It 


was in order to facilitate this work that recent changes with 
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reference to the mode of taking samples were introduced into 


the regulations under which the Board operates. 


HIS change in the status of the drug laboratory, while no 
doubt due in part to the increase’ importance of this di- 
vision of the work of the Bureau incident to the enforcement of 
the food and drugs act, is at the same time a most substantial 
endorsement of the work which has been done by Dr. Kebter. 
When the laboratory was first organized Dr. Kebler accepted the 
position of chief at a considerable sacrifice. ‘The field of work 
seemed at that time to be limited and relatively unimportant. He 
at once found work, and important work, to do, and has devoted 
himself unreservedly to it. He has made enemies by the severity 
of his views and he has been criticised by his friends for some 
of the steps taken, but his absolute gocd faith, his untiring in- 
dustry and his earnest desire to aid in raising the standards of 
quality in drugs has never been questioned. We congratulate Dr. 


Kebler on his well-earned promotion. 


TO CHANGE THE FORM OF GUARANTY AND TO 
FIX STANDARD. 


WO important bills bearing on the labeling of drugs are now 

pending before the House Committee on Interstate and For- 
These are H. R. 13,460 and H. R. 12,675, both of 
which have been introduced by Representative Mann, of Illinois. 


eign Commerce. 


H. R. 12,675 provides “that the further use of the words ‘guar- 
anteed under the food and drugs act’ shall be prohibited, and 
that in place of them shall be substituted the words ‘guaranteed 
by the manufacturer to comply with the food and drugs act’ or 
‘guaranteed by us to comply with the food and drugs act.’” This 
same bill, however, provides that “whenever hereafter the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture shall have made public any standard of food 
and drugs which he may have fixed and determined, it shall be 
lawful for foods and drugs complying in all respects with the 
standards so fixed and determined by the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture to bear upon the label together with the name of the arti- 
“United States standard.” The Mann bill, 
H. R. 13,460, authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to publish 


cle the inscription 


standards of foods and drugs and to appoint a board of not less 


- than five members to consider and establish such standards. 
When the standards have been fixed articles made in accordance 
therewith may be labeled “United States standard,” just as pro- 


vided in the other bill. 


T is improbable that this latter provision will pass, owing to 
the extreme antagonism which the idea of standards has 
called forth, but the removal of the words now used on labels, 
“guaranteed under the food and drugs act,” will certainly be 
ordered either by the Department of Agriculture or by Congress. 
It is generally admitted that these words have been used as a 
cloak for fraud, and ‘members of the board of food and drug 
inspection concede that it was a mistake to introduce their use. 
An inquiry set on foot through the various associations as to how 
far manufacturers have purchased stocks of labels bearing the 
objectionable words has not yet been fully complied with, but it 
is probable that they will show very large stocks on hand. This 
may result in action granting a certain length of time within 
which to use up some of the old labels. Hearings on the Mann 


bill were set for January 24, and, as stated in our news columns, 
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where the iull text of both bills appear, the drug trade was fully 


represented and vigorously opposed the passage of the measure. 


A GOVERNMENT BY BUREAU. 

HE most important action affecting foods and drugs which 
has been taken for some months is involved in President 
Roosevelt’s recent announcement of his intention to appoint a 
new board of scientists to pass upon certain mooted questions 
relating to foods and drugs. This action is due to the insistence 
of certain interests that the President should render his opinion 
upon points already dealt with by the present board of food and 
These 


problems require time as well as scientific knowledge for their 


drug inspection and by the Department of Agriculture. 


investigation, and it could scarcely be expected that the Chief 
Executive himself, however energetic, would be able to devote 
much serious attention to the question of how to make catsup, 


preserve dried fruit or distill whiskey. 


HE new board is to consist of five men chosen from the 

following universities: Johns Hopkins, Yale, Northwestern, 
of California, and of Virginia. The question as to the whole- 
someness of sodium benzoate and of sulphur dioxide as preserva- 
tives will, we are informed, be almost certainly referred to this 
board. Other questions may go to the board, and it is believed 
that certain matters affecting drugs in an important way may 
also be placed in its hands, although no definite statement to this 
effect has yet been officially made. The present board of food 
and drug inspection will be continued in operation, but it is 
already obvious to those close to the situation that, with the new 
board in existence, it will be practically impossible to decide any 
important question affecting wholesomeness or purity unless an 
appeal is taken to the new board. This will necessarily imply 2 
considerable increase in the length of time required for disposing 


of any given question. 


HE appointment of the board will temporarily relieve the 
President of difficult and unpleasant responsibilities, but it 

is already foreseen that when the scientists have rendered their 
opinion there will be the same pressure upon the Executive which 
is now felt. ‘This pressure may assume a different form or be 
exerted through a different medium, but it will be there all the 
same. Interests opposed to the food and drugs act are already 
using the argument that if the board of food and drug inspection 
is not competent to deal with the questions which are to be 
referred to the scientists it is not the best agency for dealing 
with regular duties, invelving as these do large interests affecting 


foods and drugs. 


OR is the new food board the only new bureau under contem- 
plation for the Mann bill which is referred to in another 
column provides for still another board, which is to determine 
upon standards for food and drugs. If this thing goes on we 
shall have so many boards and bureaus that it would be impossi- 
ble for a plain American citizen’ to perform the simplest and most 
necessary acts without first consulting some Government board, 
and we shall degenerate from a republic into a bureaucracy. 
The appointment of the new board of scientific experts is by 
many construed as practically an expression of a lack of confi- 
dence in the Board of Food and Drug Inspection and is there- 


fore welcomed by those opposed to the law. 
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PRESCRIPTION DIFFICULTIES.! 
By Pror. JosepH P. RemincToN, PH. M., 
Philadelphia. 

The modern prescription differs greatly from the one in vogue 
fifty years ago. Cf late the prescribing by physicians of com- 
pound ready made preparations has increased to such an extent 
that a halt has at last been called, for the days of renascence 
are upon us. The medical profession is coming back to its own 
heritage, and although it will take much time to re-establish the 
carefully written scientific prescription conned over by one,who 
thoroughly understands the art of combining simple preparations 
so that he will derive exactly the result at which he aims, yet 
such a desideratum may be looked for in the near future. The 
recognition of the United States Pharmacopceia by our Govern- 
ment and the various States of the Union and the passage of 
the food and drugs act have at last given a firm foundation 
upon which to build definite results, for there can now be little 
excuse for not finding reliable official preparations. 

The young physician who has graduated within the last fifteen 
or twenty years has, as a rule, been compelled to acquire his 
knowledge of therapeutics and the art of prescribing largely from 
the literature furnished by some manufacturer of specialties, who 
is generally quick to perceive that a list of desirable combina- 
tions of his preparations will save the physician much expediture 
of gray matter and at the. same time largely increase the sale of 
his specialties. But when we consider the tremendous growth 
within the last two years of the propaganda for encouraging the 
use of Pharmacopceial and National Formulary preparations, it 
will be recognized that the medical profession must, through its 
teaching institutions, require the United States Pharmacopceia 
and National Formulary as text and reference books, and it is 
sincerely hoped that every medical department or college in the 
country will be supplied with reliable specimens of these prepara- 
tions, and that the student be actually required to taste, smell 
and handle each one, so that he may be thoroughly acquainted 
with the physical properties of the medicines that he prescribes. 

A public agitation is going on at present throughout the coun- 
try, and the laity are beginning to wonder how it is possible for 
a physician to practice medicine without knowing the physical 
appearance of the liquids which he prescribes and how it is possi- 
ble for him to intelligently prescribe a medicine when he is ig- 
norant of its constituents. A quiet, peaceful revolution is sweep- 
ing over the land, and physicians are prescribing medicines which 
their fathers used and, strange to say, they are getting far bet- 
ter results than they have been from prescribing the specialties of 
Tom, Dick and Harry, which have been forced upon their at- 
tention by the ubiquitous, bright and shrewd commercial sales- 
man, There will always be a place for specialties, and the manu- 
facturer need not fear that there will not be plenty of oppor- 
tunity for his business of improving the art of pharmacy and 
contriving new methods of exhibiting old remedies and placing 
on the market entirely new drugs. But the day of false state- 
ments, extravagant claims and misleading methods is doomed. 
The outlook is clearly in the direction of the physician becom- 
ing himself master of the art of combining remedies and of his 
resuming intimate relations with the corner apothecary as an ad- 
viser and helper in dispensing the medicine which exactly fits 
the case under treatment at the particular stage of the disease. 
When the physician is assured that the pharmacist is more than 
willing to stand by him and give him the best assistance in his 
power, agreeing not to renew the prescription when the physi- 
cian expressly asks that this be not done, then there will be es- 
tablished an “entente cordiale” which will place both professions 
upon an enduring basis of. effectiveness and progress. 

Professor Remington explained that during the course of his 
teaching he had, during the past thirty years, an interesting col- 
lection of prescriptions exhibiting various phases of errors such 
as are apt to puzzle young pharmacists and that with a view 
to aiding the younger men present he desired to present some 


1 Abstract of a lecture delivered at the quarterly meeting of the New 
York College of Pharmacy on Tuesday, January 21. 
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of these to their notice. He first presented a series of printed 
charts cach showing some particular phase of incompatibility 
and then showed a number of reproductions of prescriptions and 
curious orders by means of lantern slides, Professor Coblentz 
kindly assisting. As the different prescriptions were exhibited 
Professor Remington made brief running comments. We pre- 
sent below a number of the prescriptions shown, though by no 
means all, with abstracts of the comments on the character of 
the incompatibility illustrated. 


Tincture of gentian comp....... PE ONE CAS Matsa 60 3iv 
POMUR ORE + CACHN: ANI og oo c-clsele diy 0a dacs puleouese 5ss 
MRISORL WOROUIOW, TONG aio 6 0-c. 60:60 5 hoc oecisceeedene 3iss 
MM MERIMEV GUNMEN S085 Sciareieisi oe ow cities ars keke bueteRioceisa 3ii 
MMAMG 1g MiB acd Scar disya ON cig 6 ace # Os 0416 axe wdieiwie alee ees Oss 


This presents a case of physical incompatibility, the amount of 
alcohol present being sufficient to throw the magnesium sulphate 
out of solution causing the mixture to solidify on standing. On 
presenting this view of the matter to the prescriber he will. 
no doubt, be willing to substitute the infusion for the tincture 
of gentian. 

MR IIE bina ole. 6054 ins Oh 6 a IRS Sdoek Sawa eee 


gr. Xv 
Camphor ..... Pen ue Wk wise acorbversiss Ob CRs Se + EA gr. xv 
REMET RE MTN 5865 oor e.g. 5056 SCARS Siow mee ee bkead gr. xv 


This inixture will become liquid if triturated in a mortar, 
but if lightly mixed by means of a spatula and put up in waxed 
paper it will retain its pulverulent form. The speaker said, 
however, that it was advisable to inform the physician of the 
results of mixing the ingredients so that the drugs might be 
administered separately. 

In this connection Professor Remington referred to the ques- 
tion of pharmacopeeial nomenclature from the standpoint of the 
prescriber, saying that as a matter of fact the average physician 
never used the full name of the medicine which he prescribed, 
almost invariably abbreviating it, using such an abbreviation as 
“acetphen” for acetphenetedin. This abbreviation could easily 
be remembered by the physician and be clearly understood by 
the dispenser. Hexamethylenamine was generally abbreviated as 
simply “‘hex.” 

Lithii citrat 
Sodii phosphat 

Owing to the large amount of water of crystallization in the 

sodium phosphate the mixture will liquefy. 


RUMEN RMBIDEN Wo ya sinks ns so apices seen Mewdak Wass sane 3iv 
ME CIPS) 25-6 cre wie son saca vb he tease we aeace Sii 
SOIR + MURMIEINE 581g Nb 4 66 440 > oa 6'6 Sv. 6 Fa wa Won emlnge aes 3i 
Bo NOE aa AC RAR Pere ee ee ree 5iv 


The tincture of guaiac contains so much resin that it will. be 
precipitated in this prescription; therefore a little acacia should 
be added. A very: small quantity suffices. 

, 
Cocaine hydrochlor. 
Oh. MOV RCRA. okies ccctcescvcoevereesecdoses 3 
Fiat solutio. 

The salt being insoluble in oil the dispenser should here use 

cocaine alkaloid instead. 


Potassium bromid 5iy 
Aquae. menth. pip......ceccccccececrccreseeeceecs Si 


Peppermint water is a saturated solution of the oil. On add- 
ing this amount of potassium bromide the oil is thrown out of 
solution and must be removed by filtration, as otherwise it 
floats on the top of the mixture. Evidently the peppermint water 
is used principally for its effect as a flavoring. Therefore, it 
being impossible to retain all of the oil in solution, all the prac 
tical resylts desired can be obtained by using one ounce of the 
peppermint water and one ounce of plain water. 


TIGEE BUC COM s 6.66) a 550/00 30s 5ss 
i J 
Tinct. gent. comp..........-- 5ii 
Tinct. card. comp 





Owing to the difference of the alcoholic strength of the tine 
tures a precipitate will be thrown down composed largely of ex 
tractives, which may be filtered off. This is permissible where 
the dispenser is sure that he is not filtering out some active 


ingredient. 
SE, ROU as au) 0 4 va wisrninjnele ant eee na etiqaea SHawRs ace 3i 
GE ROE Gs ireicig 4 Gig 8s s Fe cities sere s DET edmye ew eee 3ss 
PE: IE. a 66 Hej cc cdc ek ces etesmeweg onl yee Ke gr. xl 
RR ee are esreiner ice rit Sic tre 3i 
SHC. GNP 65 ces cece sts cewereaesaveseeee qs. ad. Biv 





34 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


Owing to the presence of acid in the syrup of squill carbon 
dioxide will be liberated irom the potassium bicarbonate. It 
is best to complete this reaction in a mortar before placing the 
mixture in a bottle. The best result is obtained by adding some 
of the bicarbonate to the syrup of squill in a mortar triturating 
until effervescence has ceased and then adding the other ingre- 
dients. 


PR ise Cakuccensipbenee seeker Saba re 3ii 
i Pe eck skkauaeSaxeth nak esseeb whe 3vi 
EEE Schovecss riech ah ses absoeae>bercus 3ss 
ey CS cc vctecansenne kee oes iu awn kh kwh new 3ii 
ER RY MIRC a bea sense bake bc ande en ea eessaees Sviii 


This is an English prescription as is shown by the use of 
the term chloric ether, a name given by the English to what is 
practicaliy spirit of chloroform. The prescription is wholly in- 
compatible. the chlorate setting free iodine from the syrup. This 
free iodine will be very irritating and nothing can be done to 
prevent its liberation. 

Liq. potass. arsen.. 


Syr. ferri. iodidi 
Syr. tolu. q. s. ad. 





This 1s a case of hopeless ‘incompatibility and one which is 
moreover dangerous, insoluble iodide of arsenic being thrown 
down. 





o- DL, cebedansvrvess bok bine yeep as ba ebe gr. xx 
cid sulph. dil. q. s... > z 
mes: Get. Bb. vscasese --. Si 
Bes We BS Biv cccvi sed vaccteccbhsGnseeysbnnenhs Siv 


The physician, by writing for an acid in connection with the 
fluidextract of licorice, defeated the very object for which that 
extract was added to the mixture, namely, to mask the taste of 
quinine. The use of the term “quantum sufficit,” however, leaves 
the pharmacist at liberty to exercise his own judgment, and in 
this case « microscopical quantity of acid is all that should be 
added. In fact, no acid need be added at all, though the phar- 
macist may salve his conscience by adding half a drop. 


ee er ay eee m xl 
PT. 66568 n0d<hon0neewrebncusas des) 3iv 

PE, GER. 0cene ws 655006650820 0s0000 40> — 
M. ft. lotio. 


This is a case of what might be termed intentional incom- 
patibility. The physician wishes the preparation put up in such 
a way that when applied to the skin it will form a thin astringent 
coating. The mucilage of acacia and the water should be mixed 
and the solution of subacetate added gradually. 


DD ccb tinct ssncetes es bees ssOreeb ee easein 3i 
EL, csi sos> sense eean Seb ob mien Beas gr. xii 
PP 54 ke bebnsdee nates sieecushsdewo es Sil 
Pc nibekvinndnawyeeehate ecetues baaw 3iss 


Fiat. sup. No. xxxvi. 


It is impossible to prepare this mass by the aid of heat, but 
very nice suppositories can be made from the mixture by the 
cold process, rubbing each of the ingredients with a small quan- 
tity of the cacao butter and gradually adding the remainder of 
the butter. 


ENS Snes sees enrawhnssabaseneS ones gr. iii 
| Me re ee errr te er Siii 
RET SL EE, Kai ss chaw bs babaesecsabaviaen ess Biv 


The physician here has made Mayer’s agents tor alkaloids, 
which will precipitate the alkaloids contained in the tincture. 
The only thing to do in this case is to advise the physician to 
give the iodide and the alkaloid in one mixture, leaving the com- 
pound tincture of cinchona to be administered separately. 


tn PE isc vcsa cabs whe es eek avbeesat kevase gr. Xxx 
a es ae ee ee ee ee saw ika ee m XXX 
PE Sabo s deb hehueds seen sake wek sud ceandee ne 3ii 


Spirit of nitrous ether ought not to be acid, but as a rule it 
is acid and as a consequence this liberates hydriodic acid in this 
combination. This effect can be prevented by the addition of 
a small amount of soda so as to insure the alkalinity of the 
liquid. [In some pharmacies a little magnesium carbonate or 
potassium bicarbonate is dropped into the dispensing bottle of 
nitrous ether to insure its neutrality. ] 


PE Sai whSennis bie ss hase sawbexuee een 3i 
REE ina pcb kia wa Shue eu Moses ee ban back 3iv 
MNEs sesaeacsacbabs bia sussheuletas sede recet tees ees 3i 
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If the potassium iodide is in a proper condition this prepara- 
tion should be quite satisfactory, but where a considerable excess 
of alkali is present and this has been carbonated by exposure 
to air the syrup of iodide of iron would be decomposed, the iron 
being thrown down by the carbonate. 


NID 515cs tc woe haw ie uees sane eee aabo eee s Siii 
a Las banks 66 Cada S ows ve eee ee Rawle Biv 
o —oe eabee hss chs bea seuaehe ee hw oes hues ee 3ii 
inct. ferri chlor. iss 
| heayge -- Sieeeaegille MEE. Seas aa §is 
EL I, NE ARS Ws PINS ow 5 5.05096 4s eb ob 9-605 6 0 5iv 


While the ingredients of this are really incompatible the 
solvent effect of the solution of ammonium acetate is sufficient to 
hold them in clear solution. In preparing this mixture the salicy- 
iate should be dissolved in the syrup, the other ingredients mixed, 
and the glycerin added gradually. 


TT to Le kah 6 sce buena due Kak ewe aes 3i 
SEE MC wach coca ans cs 04st RS oS aed aes an 3ii 
CRESS SSS aries a wien hau.a spe Ala ke Oos pb MW.osa'4 3i 


Potassium permanganate should never be dispensed with any 
easily oxidizable substance such as glycerin or sugar. Such 
mixtures often explode. 


ACH. MIFOMUT 22600. cccccccesevvccecccescrcccese 3ii* 
SOL. SUC, < WO 5 a 9's 0 5 ok vin 61s 4 551009 6506 Ne b6e 8 S100 vi 
M. Sig.: Ten drops after meals. 


On adding the acid to the strongly alcoholic tincture gases 
are evolved, an outlet for which must be provided. The mixture 
should, therefore, be made in open mortar and the gases allowed 
to pass oft before the mixture is dispensed. A case was cited 
in which serious results had followed from putting up the pre- 
scription in a bottle and tying the stopper down. When the 
string confining the stopper was cut, the liquid spurted out, strik- 
ing the patient in the eye and caused its total loss. 

Several prescriptions were shown illustrating faulty abbre- 
viations which were capable of being interpreted in different 
ways. One instance was reported in which a stock bottle marked 
“Potass. C.,” and which had been used for potassium carbonate, 
was later used for potassium cyanide. This substance was dis- 
pensed for the carbonate and the patient died. When a mes- 
senger ran in stating that a mistake had been made, the phar- 
macist took the bottle, saving, “I never make mistakes,” and to 
prove that it was harmless drank of its contents and died within 
fifteen minutes. 

The lecture concluded with a number of stereopticon repro- 
ductions of illegible and difficult prescriptions which were com- 
mented o7 as they passed in review. 





Cannabis Americana (Cannabis sativa) —For the purpose 
of studying the comparative value from a physiological stand- 
point of Indian hemp and hemp grown in America, Houghton and 
Hamilton (Am. Journ. of Pharm., Jan., 1908) have carried out a 
series of experiments on dogs. The method, which was elabo- 
rated by Houghton, consists in a careful comparison of the 
physiological effects obtained by a given amount of the drug to 
be tested and of a drug of known potency. In carrying out the 
experiment, the standard drug is administered to one dog and the 
unknown to a second, and careful notes are kept as to the time 
and severity of the reaction. On the second day the dogs are 
reversed, each receiving the drug which the other had previously 
received and the reaction is again noted. According to these 
authors, an experienced observer may reach a fairly accurate 
conclusion as to the strength of a sample of the Cannabis sativa, 
particularly if the experiment is repeated with several other 
dogs. A number of samples from Mexico, Kentucky, Michigan, 
and Minnesota were investigated by this method, and it was 
shown that these drugs were fully as active as the best imported 
Indian grown cannabis. An interesting fact pointed out by 
Houghton and Hamilton concerned the generally accepted idea 
that it is necessary to utilize the flowering tops of the unfertilized 
female plants only. They have remarked that while the seeds 
of the plant contain none of the active principle, samples of the 
drug which contain large quantities of seed yield extracts which 
are in no way inferior if seed’ are removed before percolation. 

















AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


PUBLIC CONVENIENCES IN THE DRUG STORE. 


Discussion of the Advantages and Disadvantages of Catering to the 
Public by Sales of Postage Stamps, Use of City Directory, 
Telephone, etc.—The Question of a Shorter Working Day. 


More than ever before is the question being discussed of the 
extent to which pharmacists should cater to their patrons in the 
matter of supplying postage stamps, the use of the directory and 


telephone service. Varying opinions are held by the trade 


throughout the country, a majority, perhaps, favoring the accom- 


modation of customers to the utmost limit, in the belief that 


courtesies of the kind in question represent a good form ot 
advertising. Another subject of topical interest is the working 


hours of pharmacists. A general effort is being made to curtail 


the weekday working hours and to close the store during certain 


hours on Sunday. The feasibility of making an additional charge 


for services rendered after hours at night or during the time in 
which the store is closed on Sunday is also under consideration. 
We present herewith some expressions of opinion on these sub- 
jects by our readers, and supplement them with statements by 


THe AMERICAN Druceolst’s correspondents at London, Paris and 


Darmstadt. Additional contributions to this column are invited. 


as we are convinced a full and free discussion of the points at 


issue would be welcomed by pharmacists everywhere. 


SUTTON BROTHERS, Mobile, Ala—The sale of postage 
stamps, keeping a city directory and a public telephone for 
the use ot the public is, in our estimation, nothing more nor less 
than an advertising feature. In regard to the slot telephone, we 
do not think one could be used in our city. 


RUSSELL & LAWRIE, Tarrytown-on-Hudson, N. Y.—En- 
vironment may have much to do with the extent to which the 
sale of postage stamps and other conveniences should be carried. 
Our store is on a corner, centrally located, and is one of seven 
in a population of 10,000. We are only a short block from the 
post office, yet we sell a large number of postage stamps, par- 
ticularly on evenings and Sundays. We employ two prescrip- 
tion clerks, a junior, a soda water man, boy, bookkeeper and 
porter, which, with ourselves, makes nine pair of “hands,” besides 
a horse and wagon for delivery, and a bicycle for hurry orders, 
prescriptions, etc. We are liberal advertisers and redress our large 
oe religiously every week—but I am digressing. 

We keep a plentiful supply of postage stamps of different 
denominations and postal cards and have a small utility envelope 
in which to enclose them, but we draw the line at “affixing” or 
charging them. It has helped us to build up a good stationery 
trade, considering the moderate stock carried. It is so easy to 
call attention to one’s stationery stock at that time and better 
than to use a conventional phrase about the weather. But don’t 
be “grouchy” about it. If done at all it must be done in a pleasant 
manner as if the person were making a merchandise purchase. 

We keep pens and ink handy for the use of souvenir card 
“faddists.” We also nave the latest directories, time tables, fire 
alarm cards, a mail box and a directory for trained nurses. The 
latter is very helpful and appreciated by our medical friends; it 
insures the good will of the nurses and is no expense, although 
we have a printed list, with addresses and telephone numbers, and 
distribute them to the physicians. 

I cannot conceive of a drug store that would not be bene- 
fitted by some or all of these methods of advertising; for the 
first aim of retail drug store advertising is to draw the public 
into your store, when it is “up” to your clerks and stock to do 
the rest. 

Educate the people to “get the habit” of coming to your store, 
and we know of no advertising that is so effectual as a liberai 
appropriation for “public conveniences.’ 

The telephone question is a different matter, and is very un- 
satisfactory under present conditions. I believe that we should 
maintain a pay station, and am willing to give it valuable space 
and frequently valuable time, but I don’t think we should operate 
it at an actual loss and remain in a position to be imposed upon 
by the public and the “monopoly” as well. 

The slot telephone will no doubt, largely remedy this, and 
the druggists of Greater New York and Westchester County 
should get together and demand this improvement. 


The druggists of Chicago and the N. A. R. D. Telephone 
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Committee have 
along these lines. 

A large increasing business, established fourteen years ago, 
satisfies us that “public conveniences” are productive side lines, 
keeping in mind that the public likes to go to stores where there 
is “soinething doing.” 

We trust the ideas here set forth may be helpful, as we have 
been often benefitted through reading your valuable journal. 


WILLIAM McINTYRE, 2434 North Thirty-second street, 
Philadelphia.—Having retired from the retail drug business, I 
hesitate to advise my friends upon the questions propounded by 
you. I can only recite what my practice has been relative to 
the sale of postage stamps. Stamps were sold on Sunday only 
when, in my judgment, it seemed to be necessary. On other 
days never to children of school age during school hours. A 
one year old directory, supplemented by the telephone books, 
filled the requirements, and I maintained a slot telephone in an 
open part of the’store. 


shown us what can be done by cooperation 





EDMUND L. WESTON, OF WESTON & COOK, Syracuse, 
'Y. -The custom of selling postage stamps is one of so 
years that the people do not look on these sales as an 
accommodation, but as a_ necessity. 
They feel that we should sell them, 
regardless as to the profit thereon, or 
the loss in handling by their sticking 
together, getting torn, and those to 
whom you give a stamp or card and 
who do not have the change handy 
will remember it when they are in 
again. 

I am convinced, however, that no 
druggist would lose any business by 
throwing postage out when the loss 
of time going to the post office three 
hundred times a year and then the 


many 











time lost in selling and making 
change for $750 to $1,500 is con- 
sidered. 








As to the vending machines for 
postage stamps I am not familiar with 
them, but if they work as accurately 
as the slot machines in the store 
usually do I believe the people would 
be pleased to patronize them, even 
though they paid a trifle more for the 
envelope or book containing them, 
for they could buy any number then, 
where now most druggists limit their 
sales of stamps to twenty cents worth 

“Can a City Directory be made to 


SS »?” No; for our experience is that 


pay’: 
E. L. WESTON. not one in a hundred who use it 
make a purchase, yet I am of the 
opinion that every druggist should have the latest yearly issue 
for his own use and for the convenience of strangers who come 
to the town for business or pleasure, and every courtesy should 
be shown a visitor while in one’seown home city or town. 

“Does it pay to have a public (pay) telephone station in the 
store?” Yes and no. Financially, no; but as a convenience for 
business telephone messages, yes. The people who use the tele- 
phone get quick and efficient service and feel free to enter the 
store to use it, while our independent (free) telephone is usually 

very busy with “love and nansense,” which is an annoyance 
to the proprietor and a hindrance to his clerks, who observe the 
user of the ‘phone and listen to his or her conversation. I cer- 
tainly believe the “toll phone” just as reasonable for a_ druggist 
or a little more so than the yearly contract ’phone. For illus- 
tration, our rate here for an open ’phone is $48 per year; this 
amount on a toll phone at five cents a call would give the drug- 
gist 960 calls, or about the number he would use, and if he re- 
ceived a commission on the calls other persons used, why he 
would be entitled to many extra calls’ or receive the commission 
in cash. 


FRANK F. ERNST, 186 Lamartine street, Boston, Mass.— 
The telephone has become an indispensable necessity of modern 
conditions, and telephone companies when properly approached 
will make a pay station amply profitable. Experience shows that 
the automatic pay slot machine does business effectively and 
with the least inconvenience. 

I firmly believe in having a city directory in the drug store, 
placed conveniently near the main entrance and firmly secured on 
a suitable rest; in this way you thus avoid having the book 
dragged all over the store; save wear and tear on the book, only 
one directory every other year—and the minimum number of 
questions to be answered. 
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J am decidedly opposed to the sale of stamps and postal 
matter, and that strictly on business principles. 

No one, unless he is blessed with an incredible indifference to 
advance his business, with fountains of smiles for each and every 
stamp customer, should ever undertake to sell postal matter in the 
hope of increasing his business. If one has a postal sub-station, 
a special and very attractive and not at all expensive cabinet 
is offered, which centralizes the work it is intended for in any 
store where the amount of work with the least expense of energy 
is an object. If postal sub-stations received .three times the 
amount of compensation now granted I figure that would be 
about what a fair compensation should be. 

However, if the average number of people entering a store 
is figured at 200 a day, it will be found about sixty call for 
stamps; at each and every one of those sixty calls the pro- 
prietor or clerk has had his dream of a sale crushed by an almost 
invariably impudent demand for stamps—stamps—stamps—with 
the result that his quality of salesmanship is being positively 
undermined, whereas the cumulative effect of successive sales is 
the one thing that improves him. 

Five years ago I stopped the sale of stamps entirely—no sale 
to any one since that time. J am pleased to say that the volume 
of business has increased regularly every year. 

HENRY C. BLAIR, Walnut and Eighth streets, Philadelphia. 
—I believe postage stamps, directories and telephones are neces- 
sary evils in our stores. The time wasted on them and the space 
they occupy could be used to much better advantage, but the pub- 
lic has for so long a time been using the drug store for an in- 
formation bureau that to discontinue giving our services gratis 
would seriously injure our business. 


T. P. EASTLAND, Dallas, Tex.—The religious aspect of the 
question of Sunday rest, whether rightly or not, will always in 
Christian countries exert a prepondering influence in favor of 
Sunday observance; law givers in all ages of the world have 
taken care to provide for a periodical cessation from labor, and 
the observation of philosophers and physicians has confirmed the 
wisdom and the necessity of such rest. With singular unanimity, 
all have united upon the seventh day as that to be observed as a 
day of rest. 

The movement to bring the retail drug trade into. line with 
this wise observance deserves our full and cordial support. Sick- 
ness and suffering are no respecters of institutions of human or 
religious origin, and when these afflictions occur on Sunday it is 
- the duty of the pharmacist to furnish the afflicted with the 
remedies ordered by the physician. This difficulty has been sur- 
mounted by agreements among pharmacies whereby they alter- 
nately keep open their stores to furnish necessities. 

Thé question whether “Sunday rest” shall be a voluntary 
movement on the part of pharmacists, secured by simple agita- 
tion and agreement, or whether it should be secured by legisla- 
tion—that now universal panacea of the average American—is as 
yet an undecided one. Aside from our general objection to resort 
ta special legislation as a remedy for every ill of the body politic, 
we are convinced when we contemplate the great results already 
achieved by the N. A. R. D., and by the various local associa- 
tions, that the retail druggists are able to take care of their own 
interests in this, as in almost every other matter affecting the 
trade, and before the remedy of legislative fiat is appealed to, 
first let it be definitely known that the good end can be secured 
by some other and more rational means. 

I recently read of a plan adopted by a Northern druggist for 
acquainting his trade with the fact that he closed on Sunday. 
He stated that it worked nicely. He had three or four neat cards 
printed in large type telling his trade that his store was opened 
from 8.30 to 10.30 a. m. on Sunday and that only for the sale 
of medicines and actual necessities. He also gave his ’phone 
number and stated where he could be reached at other hours. 
Another card stated that he closed on Sunday for ethical reasons, 
and he asked his trade to help him observe Sunday as a day of 
rest. These cards were placed at the soda fountain, also near the 
cash register. The druggist was more than pleased with the re- 
ception of his effort, had few calls for other than medicines on 
Sunday, and his week day trade kept right up to its usual volume. 
He was the leading druggist in his large town. 

Improved Opodeldoc.—Camphorated 
is made by Kunz (Pharm. Zeitung, No. 102, 1907) 
according to the following new method: Fifty parts of stearin are 
warmed and saponified with 25 parts of sodium carbonate in a 
closed iron vessel. The soap is then dissolved in 1,000 parts of 
alcohol and a solution of 30 parts of camphor in 100 parts of al- 
cohol is added. It is then quickly filtered through a covered 


soap liniment, or 
opodeéldoc, 


filter while still warm. Oil of thyme, 5 parts; oil of rosemary, 10 
parts, and caustic spirits of ammonia, 30 parts, are then added 
and the mixture is quickly cooled. 
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BRITISH PHARMACISTS AND THE SALE OF POSTAGE 
STAMPS. 





(From our London Correspondent.) 

London, January 17—The sale of postage stamps in drug 
stores in this country has caused quite as much heartburning 
among British druggists as among their American confréres. 
Apparently the practice in this country of making the chemist’s 
shop a rendezvous for stamps is not quite so general as in the 
United States. Here it is by no means usual, although many 
druggists, especially in small country towns and in suburban dis- 
tricts, think it advisable to oblige a clientéle which in such cases 
is nearly always personal. In the suburbs and in provincial towns 
every druggist knows his customers and his business is to know 
all about their family and their affairs, so that the personal touch 
makes an occasional obligement in the way of stamps more of 
an actual necessity than otherwise. Thus in such pharmacies 
regular customers will invariably obtain the necessary stamp on 
demand, with a view to “continued favors” in other directions. 
So in many cases the druggist sees that his stock of stamps is 
kept always replenished, and he is satisfied that it pays him to 
oblige, as undoubtedly in many cases it does. The sale of stamps 
in this way is far from being either common or popular among 
druggists, however, for in the first place such sale by an un- 
licensed vendor is illegal, and in the second place the too com- 
placent vendor often finds that his technical breach of the law 
degenerates into a nuisance. So at the most stamp selling is 
done by druggists mostly on Sundays when. the regular post 
offices are closed, and more often than not the stamps are handed 
over grudgingly. 

So much for the unlicensed vendor, but there is yet 


Another Phase of the Question 


about which there exists also considerable divergence of opin- 
ion. This is the appointment of chemists as subpostmasters. 
In this country the work of the post office is done in a district 
office, a branch office, or a sub office. The first two of these 
divisions are completely under Government control and there 
postal work only is done. But the sub office (which is under the 
district office) is carried on by a shopkeeper as an addition to his 
ordinary trade. In towns and suburban districts the most fa- 
vored shops for sub offices are those of chemists, stationers or 
grocers. Many chemists are subpostmasters, and many believe 
that by being such they reap a distinct pecuniary advantage. 
They say the post office introduces customers, who, when once 
in the store, take the opportunity to extend their purchases from 
Government paper to drugs and sundries. .In many instances 
1 pharmacy with a post office attached is coveted, by the begin- 
ner and fiaunted as a triumph by the holder. On the other hand 
many experienced chemist subpostmasters hold that the trouble 
and worry conseauent upon the “red tape” allied to all Govern- 
ment departments is not adequately compensated for by the mone- 
tary gain. 


The Method of Procedure 


to be followed by an aspirant after a subpostmastership is 
first of all to send up to the authorities a petition signed by lo- 
cal residents setting forth the necessity for such an office. If the 
neighborhood be a growing one and everything is favorable the 
aspirant may be granted the boon he craves. He is appointed 
subpostmaster, but in most cases he has the privilege of recon- 
structing a part of his premises according to the requirements 
of the authorities and of supplying (and paying for) his own 
letter box and safe. ‘These slight items, even in a small way, 
may cost about $75 before business is begun. The amount of 
salary paid to the subpostmaster is regulated by the amount of 
business done. One percent. per annum is the rate on the sale 
of stamps, so that one must sell about $2,000 worth of stamps a 
year to secure the princely income of $20. But, of course, that 
is not all. Commissions are paid on telegrams, on postal orders, 
on savings bank transactions, on money orders and on parcels. 
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These amounts all go toward salary, so that the greater the busi- 
ness done the more the salary, and, of course, the greater the 
expense of working and the more the worry. As I have already 
indicated, the opinions even of subpostmasters are widely di- 
vergent. One chemist subpostmaster with whom I came in touch 
recently assured me that he had always regretted taking the post. 


His Business Was Neglected, 

he said, because of the work, ill remunerated, consequent upon 
being absolutely accurate in the post office details insisted 
upon by the Government department. The returns on his drug 
business went down, and as « proof that this was due to the post 
office he assured me that in the first year after he was relieved 
from the post office his returns went up 10 percent., and they are 
still advancing. The subpostmasters of this country have formed 
a National Federation, and the leaders of that Federation are 
chemists. They are out after reforms, those particularly sought 
after being an increased minimum salary for the very small of- 
fice. a higher commission on the sale of postage stamps and on 
postal orders, an allowance toward rent of premises, holiday 
allowance, pension or a proportionately higher pay to compensate, 
recognition of merit and length of service. 

According to data ascertained recently the emoluments in sub 
post offices attached to businesses (druggists included) do not 
average more than $750 per annum. So that the matter from the 
point of view of direct business is scarcely worth considering. 
Yet the business which comes indirectly apparently satisfies at 
least a minority, for the axiom that “the post office pays the 
rent” seems satisfactory to these. However, it may be taken that 
the consensus of chemists themselves is that neither the indis- 
criminate sale of stamps nor even the proud position of subpost- 
master is worth the worry and trouble involved. 


NO STAMPS IN GERMAN PHARMACIES. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Darmstadt, January 15.—The idea of selling postage stamps 
as a means of attracting customers is to the German shopkeeper 
a preposterous one and that a pharmacist should attempt such a 
course would be deemed something akin to madness. The Ger- 
man is not by any means given to offering conveniences gratis, 
with a view of inducing customers to make other purchases. 
Apart from the post offices, the sale of postage stamps and post 
cards is entrusted to the letter carriers, who are each supplied 
with a certain quantity. Further, for the convenience of the 
public, certain shops situated at some distance from a post office 
are officially entrusted with the sale of the same. The very idea 
of a pharmacy taking this up shows how diametrically different 
the conditions are. In Germany the pharmacy provides medicine 
for 10,000 souls, practically every one of them who wants any- 
thing in the drug line must go to that one pharmacy. The phar- 
macist, thus enjoying a monopoly, considers himself a privileged 
person, and has to he treated with the highest respect. In 
America we hear with abhorrence that he stoops to sell drinks 
and even cigars. Well, the pains with which a German pharmacy 
(the Royal Saxon Court Pharmacy, in Dresden) shamefacedly 
excuses itself for selling tooth brushes will illustrate the chasm 
between both; it reads: “The sale of tooth brushes does not 
really come within the scope of the pharmacy, but to meet re 
peated requests for these by strangers accustomed in their own 
country to purchase them at a chemist’s, we have decided to 
lay in a stock.” The German pharmacist is by nature not given 
to offering inducements, and is by law forbidden to do so. 
Another example will show this: On the label of a specialty 
the maker stated that the preparation was made from “best root, 
not refuse left over”; this was held to be “illegal competition,” 
and had to be left out in future. From these remarks it can be 
readily inferred that the regular sale of postage stamps in a Ger- 
man pharmacy would meet with scant favor at the hands of the 
profession. 
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PUBLIC CONVENIENCES AT THE PHARMACY IN 
FRANCE. 





Postage Stamps, Working Hours and Parcels Post From the Parisian 
Standpoint—A Chat at Closing Time With a Parisian Phar- 
macist. 





(By our Paris Correspondent.) 

Paris, January 11.—lt was the evening before Christmas 
when the three of us met in the little snuggery behind 
the “Pharmacie Pilon,” M. Pilon’s “Analytical Laboratory,” as 
the gilt letters on the glass door attested. As a matter of 
fact, that worthy pharmacist was conscientiously analyzing a 
small sample of Spt. Vini Gallici, while his English visitor, 
Robinson, and myself were endeavoring to persuade our host 
that the Spt. Frumenti—after qualitative and: quantitative tests 
--did not contain a Q. S. of Aq. dest. for medicinal use. Our 
feeble protests were lost in a ring of the door bell, and a fresh 
young voice in the pharmacy inquired for a stamp, speaking in 
French with a marked English accent. 

“Avez-vous un timbre?” Pilon’s clerk on duty looked puzzled 
at first. He first looked at the door-bell, then at his india 
rubber prescription-desk, dating-stamp—both these objects an- 
swering to the French noun “timbre.” 

Thence his glance turned toward his fair visitor, and the 
envelope she held explained the situation. 

“Ah! a thousand pardons! It is a postage stamp that Made- 
moiselle wishes? I am desolated—we are not permitted, but (ac- 
companying her to the shop-door) if Mademoiselle will but give 
herself the trouble to cross the street, to the tobacco shop, there, 
where one sees the red-carrot-sign over the door. There alone 
are stamps allowed to be sold.’ And he bowed her out with 
Gascon grace and volubility. 

Stamps at the Tobacconists, but Not at the Post Office. 

“She’s understood it all right,’ remarked Robinson. ‘But 
it doesn’t seem a nice thing for a girl to have to go to those 
tobacco-shops—nearly always drinking-bars as well—to get a 
stamp.” 

“Drinking-bars where one never sees a drunkard,” replied 
Pilon, “especially in a good-class street like this—except, per- 
haps, late on Sundays—or Saturdays—or féte days—or——”’ 

“But why not send her to the post office?—there’s one close 
by,” I remarked. 

“To the post office, to buy one stamp?” queried our host 
with a puzzled air, ° 

“T understand you,” said Robinson. “I went to that post 
office to buy one this morning. I waited ten minutes for my 
turn, while a servant cashed a postal order, a workman banked 
five francs, and a messenger-boy got a receipt for a registered 
letter.” i 

“Exactly,” said Pilon. “So, as these tobacco-shops are open 
late and early (they keep longer hours even than we pharmacists, 
and that’s saying a good deal), we go there by preference. I 
don’t say they run after stamp customers, the percentage they 
get on sales is too small, but unless you ask for a large quantity 
late at night they serve you quickly and civilly enough. It's 
the tobacco business that pays them best.” 

“A Government monopoly?” 

“Quite so, a tobacco-shop is harder to get here than a public- 
house license in England. The Government often bestows one, 
as a life pension, on the widow of an officer, or some one who 
has served the State. Of course, she can put in a manager.” 

“But don’t people come and bother you English chemists for 
stamps?” I inquired of Robinson. 

“Why? In my country town the post office is open earlier 
and later than I am (from 7 a. m. to 10 p. m.), and is only 
a few hundred yards away from any town residence. But even 
were it further, why should they trouble me rather than the 
draper next door, or the grocer opposite?” 


(His question reminded me of some of those that children 
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ask so glibly, and which their elders find hard to answer. Why 
—indeed 7 ) 

“Well, you see, druggists have the reputation of being oblig- 
ing, and——” 

Stamps From the Post Office in England. 

“I don’t mind confessing,” he broke in, “that I was a good 
deal bothered at one time. But that was my own fault. I was 
younger then, and just starting, and I ‘obliged’ every civil and 
well-dressed person as a possible future customer. But when peo- 
ple came in after ten—we keep open late on Saturday night—for 
twenty or thirty penny stamps, and little girls with ‘A ha’penny 
stamp, please, Mister, and mother says will ye just stick it on 
this “ere envelope’—well I gave it up. And I don’t think I lost 
by it. Our system of branch post offices in shops, and so on, 
is so well-arranged that nowadays in England no one thinks of 
buying stamps except in a post office. Even on Sundays (when 
1 am not officially open) and on bank holidays (when I usually 
get away altogether) the post office is open for a few hours in 
the morning. And | think perhaps our Sunday observance, our 
hank holidays and early closing days, etc., have given our people 
some slight habits of forethought in the way of purchasing in 
advance.” 

An Early Closing Day in England. 

“Early closing days?” inquired Pilon. 

“Yes, we shut at 2 p. m. every Thursday—have done for 
many years now. No, not only the chemists, but all the shops 
in the town. Almost every small English provincial town has 
its early closing day nowadays.” 

“You are lucky,” rejoined the Frenchman. “Here it’s 8 
a.m. to 10 p. m. for 365 days in the year; except on Sundays in 
July, August, and September. Then we manage to get away at 
3 p. m., as nearly all our good-class customers are out of town.” 

“Is this closing general, or compulsory?” I asked. 

“Compulsory, no; general, I might almost say yes. There 
are, I admit, numerous exceptions. In that busy commercial 
thoroughfare down which you came just now, where the phar- 
macies are sO numerous and competitive, they do not close 
Otherwise most of my colieagues join in. Yes, even in the 
working-class districts. The working-man doesn’t go away for 
summer holidays, but he gets out of the city on fine Sunday 
afternoons if he possibly can.” 


Effect of the Weekly Rest Ad. 


“And your new Sunday-closing act?” 


“Weekly rest act, 1f you please. And pharmacies are specially 


exempted from closing. My obligation is limited to giving my 
three clerks and my laboratory porter twenty-four hours rest 
a week. The absence of the porter is the only hardship the act 
inflicts on me—the clerks take it by turns. That reminds me 
that it is Potard’s day off to-morrow.” And he disappeared into 
the shop—which was just closing, for it was Io p. m.—to re- 
ceive his assistant’s report. 

“So you don’t think Sunday closing of pharmacies will come 
about here in Paris?” I persisted when he returned. 

“Many of us would support it readily enough, but the big 
commercial pharmacies would probably oppose it, pleading that 
with their eight or ten-hour ‘shifts’ of clerks (for they often 
have a system of this kind, enabling them to keep open very long 
hours, or, even, in a few cases never to close at all) the argu- 
ment of ‘over-worked assistants’ does not apply in their case. 
And while they are open, we cannot close. In many provincial 
towns some understanding has been come to for Sunday rest. 
There are two systems. One is for each pharmacy to take its 
turn—thus in a town with six pharmacists one would be on duty 
every Sunday and the other five absolutely free. The second 
is more expensive, but does away with any danger of disloyal 
competition. It consists in closing every pharmacy every Sun- 
day, and addressing the public to a central dispensary, a little 
place kept up by common subscription, each pharmacist going 


‘on duty’ in turn. The takings are of course pooled—I may add 
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they are usually remarkably smali if the excellent rule of. stock- 
ing nothing but actual medicaments is strictly adhered to.” 

“Humph,” remarked Robinson. “I fancy you’re right. I don’t 
open Sundays—officially, as I said; but if I’m at home, I just 
look out of the window and ask them what they want. As 
often as not it’s something they can well wait for till Monday.” 

“And then you refuse them?” 

“That depends who it is, and what it is,” he rejoined wearily. 
It was evidently a delicate question; and the conversation mo- 
mentarily hung fire. When it was resumed, it turned on certain 
novelties which Pilon remarked “had just come in by parcels 
post.” 

“Why, that wasn't a postman,” said Robinson (who had wit- 
nessed the arrival), “who brought that packet. Was it?” 

“No, it was a railway man. Here in France the parcels post 
is organized by the railway companies. I need not remind you 
we have no competitive railway lines, and that although (with 
one exception) they do not yet actually belong to the State, our 
companies are largely under the thumb of the Government. 
They are thus compelled to accept these packages at fixed prices, 
varying from thirteen to thirty cents, the weight limit for the 
latter being twenty pounds. The parcels is handed in at the 
local railway office—not at the post office, as in England—and 
it can be addressed either to the consignee’s house or a railway 
station. In the latter case, a few cents less is charged.” 


Effect of Parcels Post. 

“And doesn't this system tend to favor the big city houses 
by enabling them to deliver cheaply and compete with smaller 
local firms?” 

“Possibly, but it has existed so long here now that things 
have shaken down, and any original disturbance of trade has 
been forgotten about. It is generally recognized as a_ public 
convenience on the whole. Even the country tradesman has to 
admit that it enables him to obtain (readily and cheaply) small 
parcels from city manufacturers.” 

We have had the parcels post in England for some twenty 
years now,” added Robinson, ‘so, of course, we have also be- 
come used to it. But when, a few years ago, it was proposed 
to add a ‘cash on delivery’ system, so that the postman could col- 
lect money due on a parcel, we country chemists and trades- 
men successfully protested against thus extending an idea which 
evidently favors, as you say, big city firms. Personally, I felt 
the introduction of the present system but slightly, for the sim- 
ple reason that my best customers began to go to London for 
their goods before the parcels post was introduced. They were 
drawn there by the ‘Cooperative Stores’ established in the seven- 
ties. I need not tell you how we chemists carried the case— 
as to whether these big department stores had the right to carry 
on a chemist’s business—up to the higher courts, nor how the 
legal luminaries distinguished between ‘companies’ and ‘persons.’ 
We were beaten. ‘Vz Victis’ (I remember that much of my 
minor Latin). Now we are sadder and wiser men.’ 

"So is everyone who indulges in ‘shop talk’ about pharmacy.” 
said Pilon. ‘Come, my friends, let us take a turn in the Boule- 
vard, and leave business alone till to-morrow morning.” 

And we followed his advice and example. 

Liquid Tar Soap.—The following formula is said by the 
Pharmazeutische Zeitung to produce a satisfactory preparation of 
liquid tar soap: 


Behe SS bp ean ahs sabe ose S Sat gm. 200 
OIMIGENT isc ccc te hasan es anise eeceee gm. 400 
Alcoholic solution of potassium hydroxide. .q. s. 
SI, Sip osc es caw chateaus co kenwase gm. 100 
COLTS | Ee Deena ore ee eer q. Ss. 
Glycerin, enough to make............. gm. 1,000 


Mix the tar and the oleic acid in a suitable vessel over a 
water bath; filter, and neutralize the mixture with a sufficient 
amount of alcoholic solution of potassa. Add a small amount 
of olive oil and make up the weight of the finished product to 
1,000 grammes. 
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Notes 





Br Queries 


Se Answers 








The New Jersey Law and New York Laws Regulating the 
Dispensing of Cocaine on Prescriptions.—J. C. asks for in- 
formation regarding the points of contrast between the laws of 
the States of New Jersey and New York respectively, regulating 
sales of cocaine on prescriptions. 

The New Jersey law is not so all embracing as the New York 
law. The latter prohibits the sale of cocaine at wholesale to 
any persons other than registered pharmacists, and limits the pre- 
scribing of cocaine to licensed physicians, dentists being pro- 
hibited under the law from prescribing the drug in any form. 

Under the New Jersey law physicians, dentists and veterinari- 
ans may prescribe cocaine and preparations containing cocaine, 
except to persons known to be habitua! users of the drug. The 
New Jersey law specifically exempts wholesale druggists from 
the provisions, so far as sales from wholesalers to retailers are 
concerned. 

Both the New Jersey and the New York State laws absolutely 
prohibit the refilling of prescriptions for cocaine or its prep- 
arations. 

“Copolquin.”—J. A. S. sends a small piece of bark which 
is called copolquin by the Mexican people in his neighborhood, 
and he asks us to name its botanical source. 

The sample which our querist sends is too small for proper 
identification. It resembles cascarilla in appearance and is prob- 
ably copalchi bark, which is produced by the Croton pseudochina 
of Scheide, a bark which is often mistaken for cascarilla as well 
as for a variety of cinchona. For additional information consult 
the United States Dispensatory, nineteenth edition, page 303, 
under cascarilla 

Cedar Oil.—F. E. G.—There- are two kinds of cedar oil 
on the market, one distilled from the leaf, which sells in large 
quantities at 65 cents to 75 cents per pound, and another from 
the wood, which is quoted at 221% cents to 25 cents. The best 
source of information on these and other volatile oils is Gilde 
meister and Hoffmann’s “Die ztherischen Oele,”’ published by 
Julius Springer, Berlin. An English translation, slightly ab 
breviated, has been made by Dr. Edward Kremers, of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, and can be obtained through the Pharma 
ceutical Review Publishing Company. of Madison, Wis. 

“Why Is Boric Acid Used in Cataplasma Kaolini, 
U. S. P.?”—This question is asked by R. K. W., who adds 
that he has made the preparation according to the pharmaco- 
peeial formula, but never with satisfactory results. 

In our opinion boric acid is added to the mixture of ingredi- 
ents forming the cataplasm of kaolin for its antiseptic virtue 
and nothing else. A good deal of complaint is heard in different 
quarters regarding the difficulty of turning out a satisfactory 
product by the formula of the United States Pharmacopeeia. 
Upon investigation a majority of these complaints would be 
found to be groundless. Many pharmacists are careless about fol- 
lowing the pharmac6pceial instructions to the letter, and so it 
will be found in most instances where complaint is made that the 
kaolin has not been subjected to sufficient heat for the required 
length of time. It is of the utmost importance to dry the kaolin 
thoroughly, the success of the manipulation depends upon this. 
The several dry ingredients should be in a finely powdered con 
dition before mixing, this applying particularly to the boric acid, 
of which only a chemically pure article should be used. We 
advise our correspondent to make another batch of the cata- 
plasm, observing care to dry the kaolin thoroughly by heating 
for a sufficient length of time at the boiling point of water and 
to use a finely powdered boric acid. For that matter the boric 
acid might be dispensed with altogether at little loss of anti- 


septic power, seeing that the amount ordered is only about fifteen 
grains to one ounce of finished product—but then it wouldn’t be 
a strictly pharmacopeeial product, and the vender would run 
the risk of violating one or other of the food and drug laws. 


Prescription Ownership._—H. M. C.—The question of the 
ownership of the prescription was discussed at meetings of the 
Chicago and New York branches of the American Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association held last vear, which were reported in the April 
number of the AMERICAN Drucorst. Consult the AMERICAN 
Druceist for April 8, 1907, page 207, and April 22, 1907, page 231. 


Deposit in Elixir of Iron, Quinine and Strychnine.— 
“Clear” writes: “In making the National Formulary elixir of 
iron, quinine and strychnine, in strict accordance with the formu- 
la, | find that after a time the elixir throws down a white 
flaky precipitate, which is very annoying to one who prides him- 
self on putting up elegant preparations. I have used the purest 
chemicals possible and prepared the elixir with the greatest care, 
yet after a week or two a prescription which was sent out clear 
will deposit this white flaky substance. Will you kindly tell me 
how this may he prevented?” 

We have not previously heard of any difficulty of this kind 
with the elixir named. i*rom what our querist says we surmise 
that the alcohol which he uses both in the preparation of com- 
pound elixir and the elixir vehicle is at fault, and it is probably 
the quinine which is slowly thrown out of solution. Unless the 
elixir vehicle is of full alcoholic strength there is apt to be a 
deposition of the kind complained of. We would ask him to 
make some investigations along this line and communicate re- 
sults for the benefit of others. 


Osage Hair Tonic.—W. J. H. informs us that this prepara- 
tion is made by a dealer in barbers’ supplies in Syracuse, and 
it appears to consist of 2 mixture of infusion of sage leaves or 
oil of sage and dilute alcohol, with about one ounce of menthol 
to the gallon. 

Pineoleum.—H. writes: “If known to you please inform 
me of the ingredients entering into the manufacture of pine 
oleum.” : 

The name is applied to a kind of linoleum or covering for 
walls, floors, etc., made of cotton threads and wood fibre and fin- 
ished in various colors and designs, according to the use for 
which it is intended. It is of English manufacture. 

The foregoing answer is given in the absence of any informa- 
tion regarding the nature or uses of the compound concerning which 
inquiry is made. The word pineoleum is sometimes applied to 
the oil distilled from Pinus montana, oleum pini pumilionis. 
There is also a balsam called pan olceo, or balsam of St. Thome, 
which is obtained by incising the trunk of a tree known botanic- 
ally as Santiriopsis balsamifcra. 

The Study of Uranalysis.—G. H. K. wish to 
obtain a good practical working knowledge of uranalysis. Is 
this possible without instruction except such as I can get by read 
ing? The Buffalo College of Pharmacy, which I 
graduated, made uranalysis a separate course, and I did not take 
it. If you think I could get a working knowledge of the subject 
by home study would you please let me know the text books 


writes: “T 


from was 


with which I should provide myself?” 

A trained pharmacist, such as our correspondent is, should 
have no difficulty in mastering the technique of uranalysis by 
home study if he provides himself with the right kind of text 
books of the subject. One of the most useful guides to the sys 
tematic examination of the urine is No. 1 of the AMERICAN 
Druceaist’s Handy Guides, entitled “Urine Analysis by the Phar 
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macist,” the author being Burt E. Nelson, apothecary to the Bing- 
hamton State Hospital, Binghamton, N. Y. It is sold by the 
American Druggist Publishing Company at 5 cents a copy. Ty- 
son’s “Guide to the Examination of Urine” is used as a text 
book in many colleges. It is published by P. Blakiston’s Son & 
Co., Philadelphia, at $1.50. A manual of the subject which has 
much to recommend it from the practical side is J. W. Holland’s 
“The Urine, the Gastric Contents, the Common Poisons and the 
Milk,” also published by Blakiston, price $1. 

Parogens or Vasoliments.—T. McF. asks for particulars 
regarding the composition of ointments bearing these names: 

The preparations are used for purposes of inunction, be- 
ing essentially a combined soap hydrocarbon basis. The fol- 
lowing have published. (The ammoniated 
alcohol employed in certain instances is prepared by dis- 
All solids should 


formulas been 
solving ammonia gas in go percent. alcohol. 
be weighed and liquids measured.) 
Parogen; Liquid Parogen. Synonyms: vasoliment; oxygen- 
Liquid petrolatum, 40; oleic acid, 40; ammoniated 
Mix, and agitate until a clear solution is 


ated paraffin. 
alcohol, 5 percent., 20. 
obtained. 

Camphorated Chloroform Parogen: camphor, 37.5; 
form, 25; parogen, 37.5. Dissolve the camphor in the chloroform, 
and add the parogen. 


chloro- 


Creosote Parogen: creosote, 5; parogen, 95. Mix. 
Empyreumatic Parogen: oil of cade, 25; parogen, 75. Mix. 
Eucalyptol Parogen: cucalyptol, 20; parogen, 80. Mix. 
Guaiacol Parogen: guaiacol, 20; parogen, 80. Mix. 
Ichthammonium Parogen: ichthyol, 10; parogen, 90.  Dis- 


solve the ichthyolammonium in the parogen and filter after stand- 
ing awhile. 

Mercury Parogen: mercury, 40; woolfat, 20; thick paro- 
gen, 60. Triturate the mercury with the woolfat until metallic 
globules cease to be visible, and add the thick parogen. 

Iodine iodine, 10; oleic acid, 40; liquid petro- 
latum, 40; ammoniated alcohol, 10 percent., 10. Powder the 
iodine, and triturate with the oleic acid till dissolved; then add 
the liquid petrolatum and the ammoniated alcohol. 

Diluted Jodine Parogen: iodine, 10; oleic acid, 40; liquid 
paraffin, 40; ammoniated alcohol, 10 percent., 10. Powder the 
iodine, and triturate with the oleic acid till dissolved; then add 
the liquid paraffin and the ammoniated alcohol. 

Diluted Iodine Parogen: iodised vasoliment, 60; parogen, 40. 
Mix. 


Parogen: 


lodoform Parogen: iodoform, 1.5; parogen, 98.5. Dissolve 
the iodoform in the parogen by warming cautiously. 
Deodorized lodoform Parogen: iodoform, 1.5; eucalyptol, 


1.5; parogen, 97. Dissolve the iodoform in the parogen by warm- 
ing cautiously, and add the eucalyptol. 

Menthol Parogen: menthol, 2; parogen, 98. Mix. 

Naphthol Parogen: naphtohl, 10; parogen, sufficient to pro- 
duce, 100. Triturate the naphthol with the parogen until dis- 
solved. 

Tar Parogen: tar, 25; parogen, 75. Mix. 

Salicylate Parogen: salicylic acid, 10; parogen sufficient to 
produce, 100. Powder the salicylic acid and triturate with the 
parogen until dissolved. 

Sulphur Parogen: sublimed sulphur, 3; linseed oil, 37; paro- 
gen, sufficient to produce, 100. Dissolve the sulphur in the oil 
by the aid of heat, and add the parogen. 

Compound Sulphur Parogen: sulphur parogen, 10; oil of cade, 
10; thymol, 0.3; eucalyptol, 3; oil of turpentine, 30; parogen, 
sufficient to produce, 100. Mix. 

Turpentine Parogenc hard petrolatum, 12; liquid petrolatum, 
48; oleic acid, 30; ammoniated alcohol, 10 percent., 10. Melt 
the hard petrolatum on a water bath. add the liquid petrolatum, 
the oleic acid, and ammoniated alcohol, and continue the heat 
until the resulting product weighs 90. ; 

Ecalen is the name given by a German manufacturer to 
a corn paste containing salicylic acid, 12 grains; glacial acetic 
acid, 40 minims; cannabis indica, 40 grains; soft soap, 5 drachms. 
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A New Vegetable Fat.—The Pharmaceutisches Zentralblat 
describes a newly discovered vegetable fat which is derived from 
the seeds of the Myristica sebifera, It resembles cacao butter in 
its agreeable odor and flavor. It is soluble in alcohol, ether, 
chloroform, and turpentine, and melts at 37°. Aside from its good 
value, this oil should serve as an excellent base for ointments. 

Tuberculin Suppositories—A new method of administer- 
ing tuberculin is described by A. Lissauer in the Deutsche Medi- 
cinische Wochenschrift, No. 33, 1907. The tuberculin is given 
per rectum by the aid of hollow suppositories, in which the drug 
is placed, either alone or mixed with petrolatum, olive oil, or a 
5 percent. carbolic acid solution. The top is sealed either by 
heating or by painting over with a mixture of three parts beef 
tallow and one part lard. 

Red Light and Iodine.—In The British Medical Journal 
for November 16, 1907, J. Dunbar-Brunton describes a pecul- 
lar property of iodine. If iodine is painted on the skin in 
the dark, or is exposed only to a red light such as is used 
in photography, and is covered immediately without being 
exposed to a white light, it will be absorbed with much 
greater rapidity than under ordinary circumstances. It 
neither discolors nor blisters the skin,,even if used for long 
periods. 

Significance of the Presence of Bacillus Coli Communis 
in Water.—The presence of the colon bacillus in water is fre- 
quently taken as an indication that the water is polluted with 
sewage, though the truth of this supposition has been de- 
nied by certain students of the question. Kenji Saito, of 
Kyoto, states in the Archiv. fur Hygiene (1907, p. 215) that 
this organism may be found in any spring water and that 
therefore its presence or absence should not be regarded. as 
any criterion of the purity of the water. 


Antibodies to Glucosides.—It has heretofore been con- 
sidered that the production in the blood of antibodies which 
would combine with glucosides was not possible. Ford (Jour- 
nal of Infectious Diseases, November, 1907) has recently suc- 
ceeded in immunizing experimental animals to the extract of 
the Amanita phalloides, a poisonous mushroom containing a 
hemolytic glucoside. He has also developed an antitoxic 
immunity to the Rhus toxicondendron, or ivy, in 
guinea-pigs and rabbits. The serum of these immunized ani- 
mals contains antibodies which are capable of neutralizing 
the glucoside of this poison when both are injected into sus- 
ceptible animals. 


poison 


Monotal ‘is an external analgesic preparation consisting 
of ethylglycocholate of guiacol. It is said to cause none of 
the symptoms of intoxication, such as chills, vomiting, col- 
lapse, etc., which sometimes follow the use of the pure 
guiacol in this manner. Heilkunde describes monotal (Nou- 
vous remédes, No. 18, 1907) as a white crystalline mass, melt- 
ing at 31 degrees. It is used in doses of 5 to 6 gm. a day, 
externally. It has no apparent effect upon tuberculosis, but 
has been used with success for gonorrhceal orchitis, chronic 
rheumatism and muscular rheumatism, neuritis and neuralgia, 
and numerous other painful affections. It is made by Fred. 
Bayer & Co., of Elberfeld. 

Medicinal Bonbons.—The Pharmazeutische Zeitung states 
that the demand for medicine in agreeable and convenient form 
is resulting in an increased tendency toward the use of medici- 
nal bonbons, and that in some localities they have almost com- 
pletely replaced the tablets and pastiles. Particularly for the ad- 
ministration of medicines given for the purpose of their local ac- 
tion on the mouth and throat a suitable bonbon excipient is 
more apt to effect a lengthy and wuform application than the 
less attractive tablets and pastiles, which are more apt to be 
chewed up or gulped down. The number of drugs administered 
in this way is rapidly increasing, and one firm in Frankfort-on- 
Main prepares over thirty varieties of medicated bonbons. Anise, 
arnica, eucalyptus, coltsfoot, Iceland moss, senega, thyme, and 
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many other of the familiar household remedies lend themselves 
to this form of administration very satisfactorily. Other medi- 
cinal preparations of less simple nature may also be given in 
this manner. 

Calx Chlorinata Confounded with Calcium Chlorate.—A 
note in a recent number of Therapie der Gegenwart directs atten- 
tion to a source of danger in the prescribing of calcium chlorate. 
For a case of bleeding hemorrhoids a physician prescribed as fol- 
lows: 

Calc. chlor. crystallizat. pur,.......... gm. 40.0 


Agi aestilatee: 5 ice ss sicc eves ad gm. 200.0 
M. 


The pharmacist committed the error of using chlorinated lime 
instead of calcium chlorate, and the result of the injection of such 
a solution on the patient may be imagined. Great pain ensued, 
which led to an investigation, when the cause of the trouble was 
discovered. The prescriber advises. physicians to be careful to 
write out the name of the salt desired in full, followed in paren- 
thesis by the warning “avoid chlorinated lime.” [We may remark 
that calcium chlorate is not to be found in American pharmacies, 
but a similar danger to that noted exists with regard to the pos- 
sible ignorant substitution of calx chlorinata (so called chloride 
of lime) for calcium chloride.—ED. ] 

An Autoclave for Fluids Lighter Than Water, such as 
alcohol, benzin, etc., has been devised by J. Triollet (Bull. des 
sc., pharm., 1907, No. 10). 
autoclave, the outer one being partly filled with water (w. w.), 


— 


It consists of an autoclave within aa 
































Autoclave for fluids lighter than water. 


and the inner one with a liquid (A) corresponding to the fluid 
which is to be sterilized. Thus the vapor of the alcohol, or what- 
ever liquid is being treated, comes in contact only with a like 
vapor, and there is no loss of fluid or dilution by condensation 
of water vapor. 


A Modification of Fehling’s Test for Sugar.—The diffi- 
culty of determining the end reaction with any degree of cer- 
tainty has always been the chief objection to the quantita- 
tive estimation of sugar by Fehling’s method. Conti (Boll. 
Chim. Farm, 1907, No. 16) has devised a modification of 
this method whereby more accurate results may be obtained. 
This is based upon the property of potassium cyanide of 
decolorizing alkaline solutions of salts of copper by the 
formation of a double salt of potassium and copper cyanide. 
In applying the test an approximate estimation of the sugar 
is first carried out by the ordinary Fehling’s method. To a 
known quantity of Fehling’s solution is then added enough 
urine to decompose an amount of the copper solution corre- 
sponding to about 1 percent. of sugar in the This 
is then boiled and filtered. The filtrate is then titrated with 
a freshly prepared 5 percent. solution of potassium cyanide, 
when the excess of copper may be easily calculated by com 
paring the result with the amount of the cyanide solution 
necessary to combine with the copper of the same amount of 


urine. 
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unaltered Fehling’s solution. From this figure the necessary 
correction for the urine may readily be made. 

Injections of Calomel for Syphilis——At a meeting of the 
Société de thérapeutique de Paris, held November 10, 1907, and 
reported in the Bulletin (cliv, No. 21), L. Lafay advocated the 


. use of a 40 percent. solution of calomel in a specially prepared 


oily excipient as a desirable substitute for the grey oil com- 
monly used of late for the hypodermatic administration of mer- 
cury in the treatment of syphilitic conditions. The calomel em- 
ployed must be of the purest quality in the finest state of subdi- 
vision and have been washed with pure sulphuric ether free from 
water. It is important to use a completely dehydrated ether. In 
the operation of levigating and washing the calomel care should 
be taken to exclude light, which has a reducing action on it. 
The excipient consists of a mixture of anhydrous woolfat and 
pure liquid petrolatum, containing 5 percent. of camphor. The 
author does not add any anesthetic, since it has been found that 
austhetics, such as guaiacol and others, are absorbed and dis- 
sipated a long time before the pain of the injection begins to 
be felt. The formula employed by Lafay is as follows: 
Calomel, finely levigated, and washed with 


OU Ot EE ea itek scone ies hes nia. a-o wrote setter OAD 
Woolfat, anhydrous, containing 5 

per cent of camphor....... 3 parts : <ti 
Liquid petrolatum, containing 5 per ttl lian 

CEfts \OL“CamiPHOl: «iices acc 7 parts 


Mix and sterilize. 

Each cubic centimetre of the oil thus prepared contains 0.40 
gramme of calomel, which 0.34 
gramme of metallic mercury. It: has the appearance and con- 
sistency of thick cream, is fluid at ordinary temperatures, and 
will keep indefinitely if not exposed to light. The doses usually 
employed are 0.05 gramme, 0.08 gramme, and 0.10 gramme. 


represents the equivalent of 


Book Notices. 


PHARMACEUTICAL AND CHEMICAL PRopLEMS AND Exercises, with explana- 
tory text. By Oscar Oldberg, Pharm. D., Professor of Pharmacy and 
Dean of the School of Pharmacy of Northwestern University, ete. 
Fourth edition, revised and enlarged. Chicago: Chicago Medical Rook 
Company, 1907. Pp. iv, 369. 


This book has been almost entirely rewritten and greatly en- 
larged, so that it is now a complete textbook instead of being 
need 


who use it will 


no other text to render the subject matter clear. 


simply a collection of problems. Those 

The author, whose reputation and long experience as a teacher 
of pharmacy and applied ‘pharmaceutical chemistry are well 
known, calls attention in the preface to the fact that a thorough 
command of the subjects embraced in this work is indispensable 
to pharmacists and chemists and can be acquired only by greater 
special attention and actual practice than usually given to them 
in general textbooks on pharmacy and chemistry. 

A new phase of the important relations of valence and polar 
ity is the method by which the author shows how positive and 
negative atoms may be distinguished from each other m any 
compound; according to the relative position of the elements in 
the periodic system and the apparent fact that all negative ele- 
ments have a constant valence (see pages 177 and 178). 

The author appears to recognize the fact that students often 
display serious deficiency in their arithmetic, and he supplies a 
remedy by the introduction of a review course without which 
many students would find further progress impossible. 

A great variety of prcblems are presented, varying from very 
easy to very difficult. Examiners will find, not only in the prob 
lems, but also in the text, a practically inexhaustible supply of 
material for suitable practical questions. 

Atomic combining values, oxidation and reduction, chemical 
notation and nomenclature, the classification of chemical com- 
pounds on the basis of structure, equation writing and related 
subjects are given a much greater share of attention than is 
customary. 
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CONDUCTED BY FRANK FARRINGTON. 


Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for 
increasing trade, advertising experiences, information, 
and notes of interest usefulto the pharmacist in the prep- 
aration of his advertising matter. Specimensof current 
advertising will be reproduced, with suggestive analysis 
and criticism, and queries relative to advertising matter 
will be answered. To avoid delay address communica- 
tions to Department of Business Building, AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, New York. 











Good Ads and Bad. 


The tendency on the part of careless advertisers to let sea- 
sonable ads run past their season is one tbat results annually 
in the waste of a good deal of money. The ad which we re 
produce, for instance, “Xmas Suggestions,” appeared in the pa 
per for January 4. Of course this is but a week or so late, but 
that is enough, and further than the waste it means, it gives 
the reader a bad impression of the management of the store. 
It does not have an up to date look to let advertisements run 
over time in that way. The ad is well displayed and well headed. 
Aside from the absence of prices it is a good advertisement. 


XMAS 
SUGGESTIONS 


The time to shop is now, before the 
crowd comes. The place to shop is at our 
store, which we have made headquarters 
for Christmas Gifts. 

We can suit you as to price and the 
kind of gift you want, whether it be a 
nice Box of Candy, a Toilet or Manicure 
Set, a Bottle of Perfume or Toilet Water, 
or a nice Box of Cigars for your hus 
band 

It’s a pleasure to show you our Christ- 


mas line, whether you buy or not. 


J. W. RISON, Jr., & CO. 


Wholesale and Retail Druggists, 
git Washington Street, 
SUFFOLK, VA 

Che larger drug stores are adopting more generally nowadays 
the advertising ways of the department stores, and though the 
ads are too large for reproduction in our columns, we note that 
they are generally of excellent make-up. 

Large ads from the Dake Drug Company and from the Guil- 
ford Drug Company, both of Rochester, N. Y., are before us, 
arranged in the best department store style. They have good 
and appropriate cuts and are priced throughout at attractive 


prices on all kinds of specials ss 
Of the two the Dake ad is the better, as it bears the better 
head and sub lines. They read in this way: 
GET IT AT 
DAKE'S 


Your dollar buys more here. It 
gets you better quality and _bet- 
ter service. This week’s 
special sale will interest 
you—it’s a sample of the 
prevailing bargains 
at the two big 


stores. 
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The Dake ad is also arranged in better form for easy read- 
ing However, either will get business. Larger newspaper ads 
might profitably be used by most druggists. The average is a 
very small space, too small to attract attention in the day of 
hig ads, and too small to contain more than the most meagre in 
formation about any one item, let alone more than one. 








Coleman’s 
Emulsion of 


Cod Liver Oil. 


We believe there’s no better 
Emulsion sold anywhere than Cole- 
man’s and you can prove it if you 
want to by trying a new size espe- 
cially for sample. 


Price 40e Bottle. 


om GOLEMAN® 


DRUGGISTS 
Cor. 25th and Chapline Sts. 


























The Coleman ad, which we reproduce, is a good ad, and more 
than that, it contains a good suggestion in the form of a small 
size sample bottle of codliver oil. Such a bottle will by its price in 
a cut rate town do much to take the place of the cut price stand 
ard goods and will in addition be really valuable as a sample in 
getting people started on that particular brand. 

Two more good ads are the “Service” and the “Fountain 
Syringe” ones. The former, if the store makes good on its prom 
ise, is a first class line of talk, and the treatment of customers 





We have just received 
a shipment of 


Fountain 
| Syringes 


regular $1.25 values, 
which we are. selling 
FOR ONE WEEK 
ONLY at 75 cents each. 
These goods are fresh 
from the factory, and 
every one guaranteed. 


THE 
PARIS DRUG 
C0. 


Telephone orders deliv 
ered promptly. 











that it promises is the best thing it can do to make them want to 
come again. In a cut rate town where a low price on rubber 
goods is necessary, some such special sale plan as the one advo- 
cated in the advertisement of syringes is very desirable, and the 
judicious buyer can plan to leave a profit for the store even in 
the figures mentioned. 
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SERVICE 


It is nice to go 
have yourself treated nicely. It is 
another thing to have your pur- 
chases thrown at you. We believe 
in treating you so that you will 
want to come again. We put our- 
place every time. 





into a store and 


selves in your 


LARSON 
DRUG COMPANY 


“The First Step” might be a new novel or it might be the 
As a heading 











beginning of a receipt for making baked beans. 
for an ad, especially when so well separated from the ad and so 
distinctly displayed, it is not exactly indicative of whose the ad 
may be. 


Hite 
rirst 


Towards a Good Complexion 


and smooth skin is taken when you 
buy a jar of Cucumber Cream and use 
it regularly. 

On account of its medicinal prop- 
erties all irritations of the skin are 
allayed. 

This is a Pure Food and Drug Pro- 
duct that should be on every lady's 
dressing table. 

It’s guaranteed pure! 


PARK DRUG STORE 


Step 


Would not something like ‘“A Complexion Help” come nearer 
attracting the attention of the ladies than the present heading? 





Concerning Rhymed Advertisement. 

The supply of verse is vastly in excess of the demand. I-very 
grammar school graduate, and some who have not had the ad 
vantage of a grammar school education, seems competent to grind 
out verses of a sort. But the demand is lamentably slack. There 
are still advertisers who are willing to pay real money for the 
publication of doggerel, which were better left unpublished. If 
the verses are really witty they may be effective, but as a rule 
fun and drugs do not work well together. It is not given every 
one to be able to write sapolio verses, and anything less catchy 
is distinctly poor advertising. We have recently found several 
rhymed advertisements in which much good ink and white paper 
has been wasted. If aman can write rhymes good enough to use 
as advertisements he can do much better than waste his talent 
in doing so. 


A Removal as an Opportunity. 

We print herewith the matter contained in a three-inch single 
column advertisement in the Leavenworth Times, announcing the 
change of location of Dotterer’s Drug Store. It seems to us that 
Mr. Dotterer has rather missed an opportunity to make a bit 
of a spread. The card rate of the Leavenworth Times is $1 per 
inch per insertion for the first insertion, and 50 cents for sub- 
sequent insertions, and a rate of 40 cents per inch on a five 
hundred inch contract for one year. On the basis of these prices, 
even if the advertisement is run only twice or three times and 
thus has to pay the short time rate, we believe that the announce- 
ment could have been made much more effective by using a 
double column thrce-inch space rather than a single column 
three-inch space. The phraseology of the announcement is also 
open to some criticism. To open the announcement with the 
words “to my patrons” is a clear waste of space and ink. As a 
matter of fact the announcement is, or should be, of interest to 


AND PHARMACEUTICAL 


RECORD. 43 


every one living in that section of the town, which will include 
many prospective patrons who are not already patrons. The use 
of the personal pronoun without the appearance of the individual 
name is also rather awkward and is particularly awkward where 
in the last sentence the pronoun changes suddenly from singular 
to plural. The setting of the advertisement is not at all satis 
factory, being wholly devoid of ‘‘character.”’ The wording of the 
second paragraph is distinctly good, and it is unfortunate that 
the good effect which would, no doubt, be produced by the 
reading of this is marred by poor setting. crowded space and a 
commonplace beginning and ending: 
DOTTERER’S DRUG STORE, 


Third and Shawnee Streets. 

To my Patrons: I have removed from Third and Ottawa to 
the above location. 

My constant aim will be to give every customer the best pos 

sible service—best quality of goods; best in attention, best in 


pharmaceutical skill—best in everything that makes the most 
satisfactory kind of a drug store. 
WE CARRY EVERYTHING IN THE DRUG LINE. 


A Comprehensive Programme. 
The following advertisement will be of special interest as 
illustrating the views set torth by Russell & Lawrie in a sym- 


posium on Public Conveniences in the Pharmacy. in another 


column: 
The Stranger in 
Peerless Tarrytown 


May not know, but the OLDEST INHABL 
JT well knows of the many and _ exce; 
\dvantages of trading at our Store. 

You will be surprised to find a City Stock 
at your command. 

Special Prescription 
vice, our Staff consisting 
Prescriptionists 

Sick Room Supplies, OXYGEN, Antitoxine, 
Rubber Goods and Surgical Supplies. 


Department and Ser- 
of four competent 


_ Mineral Waters, and Pure Spring Waters 
for Table use. 
Schult’s Siphons, Great Bear, Hygeia and 


Poland, Delivered, and Empties called for. 
Eastman’s Agency for KODAKS and Sup- 
plies. Free use of Dark Room. 
_ HUDNUT’S Agency. Fine Perfumes and 
loilet Preparations. 
HUYLER’S BONBONS and CHOCOLATES, 
in Origina! packages, constantly Fresh. 
Whitings’ Fine Stationery, in great variety 
ROGER & GALLET’S, PINAUD’S and all 
popular Imported Perfumes. 
Cigars and Cigarettes, Popular Imported and 
Domestic Brands. 
_ Brushes, Hair, Tooth, 
Kent’s fine English goods. 
Manicure and Bagh Requisites in abundance 
. SOUVENIRS OF PEERLESS TARRY 
FOWN, BOOKS, Booklets, Pictures, Spoons, 


etc. 

_NURSES’ REGISTER, in case of 
sickness. 

Directory, Telephone, 
Waiting Room, ete. 

Prompt Delivery of all Mail : Tele ie 
PS ian J ul Mail and Telephon 

Wagon Delivery of 
heavy goods. 

Exchange of Goods or refund of Money in 
all cases of dissatisfaction. 

Every effort to please and hold ou patron 
age. 


RUSSELL & LAWRIE, 
Dispensing Chemists, 
Tarrytown and Pleasantville, N. Y. 


Folder for miscellaneous distribution. 
urement was 434x614. 


Nail, Bath, etc., 


sudden 


Time Tables, Trolley 


Mineral Waters and 


The original type meas- 


Who So Poor ? 


Few druggists, unless they are on the verge of failure, are so 
poor they cannot afford to advertise in at least one local paper; 
and, as a matter of fact, the poorer they are the better able they 
should be to advertise. Two or three dollars a week will pay 
for a small daily announcement in the average daily paper in, 
most small cities.—Printers’ Ink. 
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FOOD AND DRUG LEGISLATION AT WASHINGTON. 





Still Another Board to Pass on Food and Drug Matters—T he First 
Prosecution Under the Food and Drugs Act—To Determine 
Limitations of the Use of Word “‘Cure”—Doctor Wiley Op- 
poses the Gallinger Bill—To Change Form of Guaranty— 
Restrictions Regarding Artificial Colors to Be Enforced—Coca 
Wine a Compound Liquor. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Washington, January 22.—President Roosevelt has announced 
that he will appoint a new board of scientists to determine cer- 
tain questions brought up in the administration of the food and 
drugs act. This board will consist of five men chosen from Johns 
Hopkins University, Yale, Northwestern University, the Uni- 
versity of California and the University of Virginia. It is un- 
derstood that this step has been decided upon with a view to 
relieving the administration from the responsibility of rendering 
a decision as to the use of certain preservatives, such as sodium 
benzoate and sulphur dioxide. The manufacturing interests who 
disagree with the stand taken by the Department of Agriculture, 
which looks upon these agents as unwholesome, has brought 
considerable political pressure to bear in order to bring about a 
reversal of the attitude of the Government in this matter of 
preservatives. The subject is discussed editorially, as it is one of 
far reaching consequences. 

The announcement of the names of the chemists to be ap- 
pointed upon the new board is awaited with great interest, in 
view of the fact that numerous scientific men throughout the 
country have at one time or another accepted retaining fees as 
witnesses or experts in the employ of firms producing either 
foods or medicines. There has been no announcement whether 
the fact that a chemist has served in this capacity will disqualify 
him for membership in the new board or not, but there is evi- 
dently a belief that this will prove to be the case. 


The First Formal Prosecution Under the Food and Drugs Act. 

In prosecuting Robert N. Harper, of Washington, for the 
manufacture and sale of a remedy called Harper's “Cuforhedake 
Brane [ude,” the Department of Agriculture has taken action of 
interest to the whole drug trade. This is the first test case re- 
lating to drugs which has been instituted by the authorities under 
the food and drugs act. The fundamental proceedings occurred 
in the police court of the city of Washington, but simultaneously 
libels were filed in the Supreme Court of the District of Co- 
lumbia against Mr. Harper and four druggists who were carrying 
stocks of the remedy complained of. These stocks were mean- 
while seized. 

Misuse of Word “Cure.” 


The ground on which the proceedings are based is that the 
name of the preparation is misleading and calculated to give an 
erroneous impression and that the name represents the prepara- 
tion as a cure for a disease, when in fact it is not so, but pro- 
duces effects which may be detrimental to health and at any rate 
do not imply a “cure” of the evils referred to. This opens sev- 
eral broad regions of discussion, none of which has thus far been 
judicially covered. The Department officers evidently take the 
view that under the food and drugs act it will be competent for 
them to pass not only upon the purity of a given drug or prepa- 
ration, but also upon the physiological and therapeutic effects 
produced by it and the degree in which it may be regarded as a 
“cure.” This issue is an important one from many standpoints 
and will affect the question of labeling profoundly—to mention 
but one of several fields in which it may be of considerable com- 
mercial significance. This prospect has led representatives of the 
Proprietary Association of America, it is understood, to con- 
sider very carefully what is meant by the word “cure” as em- 
ployed upon labels of medicines. The opinion of counsel, while 
conservative, is decidedly in favor of the retention of the word 
“cure” in many cases, and consequently there is a general dispo- 
sition on the part of manufacturers to go on using. it in connec- 
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tion with their products. The Harper case will afford a direct 
judicial ruling on this matter and will be of much interest to the 
trade generally. 


The Agricultural Department Opposes the Recognition of the 
Homoeopathic Pharmacoepoeia. 

The Gallinger bill, which undertakes to recognize the 
Homeopathic Pharmacopveia on equal terms with the United 
States Pharmacopeeia and National Formulary, has been 1n- 
troduced in the House by Representative Dalzell as H. R. 6089. 
It has already been referred to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce, and active work has been begun with reference 
to it. A public hearing was held on the 17th of January at which 
Dr. T. F. Carmichael, of Philadelphia, Doctor Clapp, of Boston, 
and Doctor Custis of the District of Columbia, appeared in be- 
half of the hill, while Doctor Wiley, of the Bureau of Chemistry, 
testified in opposition to it. The general ground taken by the 
physicians was that the homeopathic standards are entitled to 
recognition on equal terms with others. They particularly con- 
tended that their school of medicine ought to be granted equal 
standing by Congress with other schools, and that whereas the 
remedies of these other schools were accepted in the existing 
legislation as standards, those of the homeopathic school of medi- 
cine were not. In answer Doctor Wiley argued that the exist- 
ing law gave no recognition to any school of medicine whatever 
and that consequently there was no discrimination either in favor 
of or against any school. He waved the argument of the physi- 
cians on this ground quite aside. Doctor Wiley further took the 
view that while there was no opposition to the recognition of the 
homeopathic pharmacopceia in all preparations of homeopathic 
remedies, it would introduce confusion to recognize this as stand- 
ard along with the United States Pharmacopceia and National 
lormulary. No date has been set for a further hearing and no 
intimation has been given by the Committee of its probable 


action. 
To Enforce Rule Against Use of Aniline Dyes. 


The Department of Agriculture will shortly enter upon a new 
and important branch of its work in behalf of pure food and 
drugs. This relates to the question of aniline dyes. In food 
inspection decision No. 76 the board of food and drug inspec- 
tion excluded all coal tar dyes from use in foods, with the ex- 
ception of the following: 

Red shades: 

107. Amaranth. 

56. Ponceau 3 R. 

517. Erythrosin. 
Orange shade: 

85. Orange I. 
Yellow shade: 

4. Naphthol yellow S. ° 

Green shade: 

435. Light green S. IF. yellowish, 
Blue shade: 

692. Indigo disulfoacid. 

Only slight attention has been paid to this decision, and as 
there has been a sufficient lapse of time to permit consideration 
of the rulings, the Bureau of Chemistry is ready without further 
delay to institute proceedings looking to the prevention of the 
use of any aniline dyes except those specially exempted in de- 
cision 76. It is believed that there exists an abundant supply of 
harmless vegetable dyes and colors for all necessary demands. 


Shorter Hours Agitation in Ohio. 


Cleveland, January 21.—The Northern Ohio Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation has decided to bring all its influence to bear in having 
drug stores close at.9.30 o'clock p. m. every day in January, Feb- 
ruary and March except Saturday. 

Retail druggists are not agreed as to the wisdom or practi- 
cability of the move. Many of them hold that the drug business 
is of such a nature that to close the doors by 9.30 at night would 


work a hardshiy upon the public. 
. 
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MANUFACTURING AND WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS 
OPPOSE MANN BILL. 





Also Prepare Ways and Means for Fighting Heyburn Bills in the 
Senate—T hey Eliminate Government Guaranty, Revolutionize 
Present Standards, to Give Unlimited Power in Fixing Such 
Standards to the Department of Agriculture and to Render 
Null and Void Millions of Labels Already Printed. 


In the hope of preventing a favorable report upon a national 
measure which, if enacted, would deprive them of the Govern- 
ment guaranty privilege granted by the national food and drugs 
law, and compel them to cast aside as useless millions of labels 
already printed, and substitute therefor entirely new labels, 
several of the most prominent members of the National Whole- 


‘sale Druggists’ Association, headed by Mahlon N. Kline, chair- 


man of that organization’s committee on legislation, attended last 
Friday a hearing before the House of Representatives Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, in Washington, and 
opposed with all their power the so called Mann bill. This bill, 
introduced in the House of Representatives on January 13 by 
Representative Mann, of Illinois, at the instance of the Secretary 
of Agriculture, apparently attempts to authorize the resumption 
of the work of fixing food and drug standards, which was sus- 
pended on July 1, 1907, as a result of the failure of ‘the last 
Congress to provide enough money for this purpose in its annual 
appropriation bill. 

In reality, however, the bill has for its object the complete 
elimination of the Government guaranty, a revolution in stand- 
ards for food and drug products, the granting of supreme power 
in the fixing of such standards to the Department of Agriculture, 
and the authorization of wholly different labels from those speci- 
fied in the original food and drugs act. 

Needless to say, the manufacturers and wholesalers of drug 
products, who have spent several millions of dollars in preparing 
and printing the labels called for in the national food and drugs 
law, are unwilling to sacrifice all of the money, time and labor 
so expended in order to comply with a whim or arbitrary ruling 
of the Secretary of Agriculture. Nor are they willing to yield 
without powerful opposition their prerogative to place on their 
labels a statement that the articies dre guaranteed under the food 
and drugs act of June 30, 1906, and substitute merely their own 
guaranty, which they were able to use long before a national food 
and drugs act was thought of. F 


The Secretary of Agriculture Urges Passage of Law. 


The Secretary of Agriculture, however, is not consulting the - 


desires and requests of the manufacturing or wholesale drug 
trade. On the contrary, he is using every effort to secure the 
passage of the Mann bill in the House, and has even gone so far 
as to induce Senator Weldon B. Heyburn, of Idaho, to introduce 
two similar measures in the United States Senate. The Mann 
bill is now designated as H. R. bill 13,460, while the Heyburn 
bills are known as Senate 3,042 and 3,043. 
The text of the Mann bill follows: 


A Bill supplemental to the food and drugs act, June 30,, 1906. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled that, for the in- 
formation of the public, the Secretary of Agriculture may publish deter- 
mined standards of foods and drugs, when advisable, and, to aid him in 
reaching determination in such matters, he is hereby authorized to call 
upon the Committee on Food Standards of the Association of Official Agri- 
culture Chemists and the Committee of Standards of the Association of 
State Dairy and Food Departments and such other experts as may be 
deemed necessaty, and, upon request made to the Secretary of Agriculture, 
he may appoint a board of not less than five members to take hearings and 
make recommendations as to the standards of any particular class of food 
or drug products, which board shall meet at the city of Washington or 
elsewhere at the call of the Secretary of Agriculture and pass upon such 
questions after proper notice and hearing. ‘The compensation of the mem- 
bers of such board shall be fixed by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

Foods and drugs complying with the determined standards so pub- 
lished by the Secretary of Agriculture may bear upon the label, together 
with the name of the article, the inscription “United States Standard,” but 
such inscription or words of similar import shall not be used in any way 
as descriptive of any article of food or drug which does not comply with 
the standard so published under penalty of being deemed misbranded under 
the provisions a the act entitled “An Act for preventing the manufacture, 
sale or transportation of adulterated or misbranded or poisonous or dele- 
terious foods, drugs, medicines and liquors, and for regulating traffic 
therein, and for other purpose,”” approved June 30, 1906, which act shall 


herein and hereafter bé known, designated and described as the food and 
drugs act, June 30, 1906. 

Section 2. That no label shall be placed upon any articles of food or 
drug, or the package containing the same, purporting to show that such 
article is guaranteed under the food and drugs act, June 30, 1906, under 


penalty of being deemed misbranded under the provisions of that act, but 
it shall not be a violation of this provision to label goods as guaranteed by 
the maker thereof to comply with the provisions of the said food and 
drugs act under such regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of Commerce 
and Labor, in accordance with the provisions of section 3 of the said food 
and drugs act. 

Senate bill 3,043, introduced by Senator Heyburn, has been 
read twice in the Senate and has been referred to the commit- 
tee on manufactures. It is entitled “A Bill to prevent fraudulent 
representations as to government guarantees of foods and medi- 
cines.” 

It reads: 

_ _Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Congress assembled that it shall be unlawful for any person, association 
of persons or corporation to place any mark, sign or insignia upon any 
package, label, covering or wrapping of any article of food or medicine 
stating in words or effect that the contents of such package.are guaranteed 
under the pure food and drug act of June 30, 1906, or are guaranteed or 
recommended in any manner by the government of the United States. 

Section 2. That any person violating any of the provisions of this act 
shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more than one 
year or both at the discretion of the court. 


Senate bill 3,042, which also has been introduced by Senator 
Heyburn, is a companion bill of the Mann bill, having similar 
provisions. 

As Representative Mann is a prominent member of the House 
of Representatives Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce, to which his bill has been referred, he has lost no time 
in using his influence on the other members of this committee to 
secure a favorable report thereon. Fortunately, however, the 
manufacturing and wholesale drug interests have learned of this 
state of affairs in time to oppose it. 

A large number of prominent New York members of the 
N. W. D. A. were invited by Mr. Kline to attend the hearing on 
the Mann b:il last Friday. Among these were Dr. William Jay 
Schieffelin, president of Schieffelin & Co.; Thomas F. Main, of 
Tarrant & Co., who also is a member of the N. W. D. A. com- 
mittee on Legislation; Albert Plaut, of Lehn & Fink, and Thomas 
P. Cook, of the New York Quinine and Chemical Works. Mr. 
Kline himself is the president of the Smith, Kline & French 
Company, of Philadelphia. 

As soon as Mr. Main learned of the hostile nature of the 
Mann and Heyburn bills he communicated with the members of 
the Drug Trade Section of the New York Board of Trade and 
Transportation, all of whom are prominent wholesale and manu- 
facturing druggists, and asked them to call a special meeting for 
the consideration of these measures within the near future. 
Hundreds of copies of the bjlls were secured from Washington 
and read and analyzed by the members. It is believed that these 
interests will call a special meeting for devising ways and means 
for fighting these bills. This meeting probably will be held on 
February 13. 

Obnoxious and Unnecessary. 

Commenting upon the Mann bill, Albert Plaut said: “Such an 
obnoxious and wholly unnecessary measure should never be per- 
mitted to pass. It will cause untold loss of money already 
invested in labels already in use and printed, impose an undue 
hardship on all manufacturers and wholesalers of drug products 
and preparations, and withdraw without reasonable cause the 
right to use the Government guaranty granted by the national 
food and drugs law.” 

Dr. William J. Schieffelin said: “There are millions of labels 
in use or prepared for use which will have to be sacrificed if the 
Martin bill becomes a law. All former standards of purity and 
strength will be subject to revision, and the national food and 
drugs law guaranty will be taken away without any well founded 
reason.” 

Mahlon H. Kline said: “Representative Mann .is exerting 
every effort to pass this bill, which would work a frightful and 
unnecessary hardship upon all drug interests. Millions of labels, 
prepared only after great expenditure of money and labor, will 
have to be cast aside and new labels substituted if this measure 
is permitted to pass. I sincerely hope that it will be killed.” 
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PROFESSOR REMINGTON ADDRESSES THE NEW YORK 
COLLEGE OF PHARMACY ON PRESCRIPTION 
DIFFICULTIES. 





An Enthusiastic Audience Welcomes the Philadelphia Professor— 
Influence of the U. S. P. and N. F. Propaganda on Pre- 
scriptions. 


The regular quarterly meeting of the New York College. of 
Pharmacy was held in the main lecture hall of the college on 
Tuesday evening, January 21, with the honorary president, Ewen 
McIntyre, in the chair. 

Mr. Main, the secretary, announced that the president had ap 
pointed the following members as a committee on nominations to 
submit nominees for the annual election, which takes place at 
the next quarterly meeting: Ewen McIntyre, Ff. W. Carpenter, 
lr. P. Cook, Adolph Henning, W. A. Hoburg, jr., L. W. DeDel- 
ler and Hugo Kantrowitz. 

lhe secretary also announced the death of August Drescher, 
of Newark, and Aifred B. Scott, of Geneva, Switzerland, both life 
members of the college, and upon motion he ,was instructed to 
engross suitable entries on the minutes of the institution. 

Qn arriving in the city prior to the lecture Professor Reming 
ton was met by a committee and dined with the board of trustees, 
faculty and officers of the college at Healey’s restaurant. This 
affair, which was entirely informal, proved most enjoyable, brief 
hut interesting and suggestive speeches being made by Professor 
Remington, Ewen McIntyre, Albert Plaut and M. J. Breiten 
bach. Professor Remington laid particular stress on the era of 
‘o-operation and good feeling in pharmacy as illustrated by his 
presence at the New York College of Pharmacy. Mr. McIntyre 
brought out the fact that the New York College of Pharmacy 
had really been founded by George Coggeshall, a graduate of the 
Philadelphia College, and was therefore a child of that insti 
tution 

Mr. McIntyre requested Doctor Alpers, chairman of the com 
mittee on programmes, to introduce Professor Remington, which 
he did with a glowing tribute to his worth and the value of the 
work which he had done on behalf of pharmacy. 

Professor Remington’s address was punctuated with applause 
and laughter. At the close his remarks Albert Plaut moved a 
rising vote of thanks, which was carried with enthusiasm. 

An abstract of Professor Remington’s address appears in an 
other column. 


Coca Wine a Compound Liquor. 
(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Washington, January 24.—Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
Capers has classified coca wine as a compound liquor, acting upon 
the advice of the chemist of the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
In answer to a letter of protest Mr. Capers, after quoting Dr. 
11. C. Wood, president of the United States Pharmacopwial Con 
vention, to the effect that *‘a common fallacious belief is that 
pharmacopeial recognition means that the drug recognized is 
of value. The fact is that the United States and other pharmaco- 
peeias have in them numerous drugs of very little value,” goes on 
to say that it is not necessary to accept absolutely any alcoholic 
preparation as a medicine simply because it appears in the United 
States Pharmacopeia; and, as the analyses of coca wine do not 
indicate that the wine is sufficiently medicated to interfere with 
its use as a beverage, the office adheres to its position that a spe- 
cial tax must be paid for the manufacture and sale of wine of 
coca, 

Contributions for our column of Puzzling Orders are so 
licited. To the reader submitting any order deemed worthy of 
eproduction, and which is used, we shall award a paid up sub- 
scription for the AMERICAN DRUGGIST for one year. 
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DRUGGIST POSTMASTER BILL INTRODUCED. 

Text of the Bill Introduced Into Congress at the Instance of the 

National Association of Superintendents of Post Office Contract 
Stations Representing the Retail Druggists of the Country. 





Congressman Bennett, of the Seventeenth Congressional Dis- 
trict of New York, has introduced a bill, the text of which is 
given below, for the regulation of the salaries of the post office 
numbered stations, the great majority of which are located in 
drug stores. Much of the credit for’ the introduction of this 
measure is due to Jacob Diner, the efficient secretary of the 
Metropolitan Association of Retail Druggists, who has been 
active in the movement for an increase in the compensation paid 
to druggist postmasters ever since its inception. It i$ to be hoped 
that every pressure will be brought to bear by druggists through- 
out the country on their representatives in Congress and in the 
Senate to insure the favorable consideration and speedy passage 
of this bill. By his ready alacrity in introducing this bill, which 
is numbered H. R. 14,639, Representative Bennett has earned the 
gratitude of every druggist affected by its provisions. The text 
of the bill follows: 


H. R. 14639. 
A BILL 


To classify certain grades in numbered post office stations. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Heuse of Representatwes of the 

nuted States of America in Congress assembled, That numbered stations 
doing post office business of not pver: Class I, one thousand dollars’ worth 
of money order business, five hundred money order business and registry 
transactions, and selling cne thousand dollars’ worth of stamps, salary to 
be one hundred dollars; class Il, one thousand five hundred dollars’ worth 
of money order business, one thousand money order business and registry 
transactions, and selling two thousand dollars’ worth of stamps, salary to b 
two hundred dollars; class I11, two thousand five hundred dollars’ worth of 
money order business, one thousand five hundred money order business and 
registry transactions, and selling four thousand dollars’ worth of stamps, salary 
to be three hundred dollars; Class IV, three thousand dollars’ worth of money 
order business, two thousand money order business and registry transac- 
tions, and selling six thousand dollars’ worth of stamps, salary to be four 
hundred dollars; class V, five thousand dollars’ worth of money order 
business, three thousand money order business and registry transactions, 
und selling cight thousand dollars’ worth of stamps, salary to be five hun- 
dred dollars; class VI, seven thousand dollars’ worth of money orde; 
business, three thousand money order business and registry transactions, 
and selling twelve thousand dollars’ worth of stamps, salary to be six hun- 
dred dollars; class VII, nine thousand dollars’ worth of money order 
business, four thousand money order business and registry transactions, 
and selling sixteen thousand dollars’ worth of stamps, salary to be seven 
hundred dollars; class VIII, twelve thousand dollars’ worth of money 
order business, four thousand five hundred money order business and reg- 
istry transactions, and selling twenty thousand dollars’ worth of stamps, 
salary to be eight hundred dollars; class IX, fifteen thousand dollars’ 
worth of money order business, five thousand money order business and 
registry transactions, and selling twenty-five thousand dollars’ worth of 
stamps, salary to be nine hundred dollars; class X, over above amounts. 
salary to be one thousand dollars. 
. In adjusting salaries five hundred money order business and registry 
transactions shall rate equivalent to three thousand dollars’ worth of stamps 
sold. 


Annual Meeting of the Rhode Island Association. 


The annual business meeting and banquet of the Rhode Island 
Pharmaceutical Association was held at Providence on January 
8. The officers elected to serve during the ensuing year are as 
follows: President, Howard A. Pearce, Providence; vice presi 
dents, George T. Armstrong, Providence; S. Winfield Himes. 
Phenix; James A. Wright, Wakefield; James T. Wright, New- 
port; William H. Buffington, Bristol; secretary, Charles H. Dag 
get, Providence; treasurer, Edward T. Colton, Providence; ex 
ecutive committee, Alfred J. Johnson, jr., Pawtucket; Clarence 
Bowmer, Providence, and Enoch W. Vars, Niantic. 

Before adjournment resolutions were adopted commending 
Governor Higgins for his appointment of James O’Hare as i 
member of the State Board of Health, to fill the unexpired term 
caused by the death of Dr. John C. Budlong, and also requesting 
the Senate to confirm the appointment. At the banquet which 
followed the business meeting the members were joined by 
members from the Pharmacists’ Company, the Providence Retai! 
Druggists’ Association, the Charles Rice Club and the local 
branches of the National Association of Retail Druggists. 
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A STATE FOOD AND DRUGS ACT FOR MARYLAND. 





Wholesalers and Retailers Confer—New Officers for A. Ph. A. 
Branch. 


saltimore, January 22—The special feature of the January 
meeting of the Baltimore branch of the A. Ph. A., which was 
held on January 16 in the hall of the Medical and Chirurgical 
Faculty, was the discussion of the proposed food and drugs act 
for the State of Maryland. The matter came up in the report of 
the committee on legislation, which dealt mainly with the bill 
proposed by the Baltimore Drug Exchange and approved by the 
State Board of Health and the official organizations of most of 
the industries affected. The bill was submitted to the branch at 

December meeting and referred to the Committee on [Educa 
tion and Legislation for consideration. While the committee ap 
proved the bill in general and realized that it was desirable that 
it should agree with the Federal daw, they suggested several mod 
ifications, chief of which was that physicians’ prescriptions and 
articles official in the U. S. P. or N. I. be exempted from the 
provision reqpiring the statement on the label of the presence 
of any of the inhibited drugs. Mr. Powell, president of the 
Maryland Board of Pharmacy; J. E. Hancock, chairman of the 
Committee on Legislation of the Maryland Pharmaceutical Asso 
ciation, and Mr. Meyer, of the Baltimore Drug Exchange, ex 
plained the attitude of their respective organizations toward this 
bill and food and drugs legislation in general. Mr. Meyer stated 
that the Exchange, which is an organization of manufacturers, 
jobbers and allied interests, framed and submitted this bill for 
consideration and welcomed such suggestions as had been pro 
posed by the organizations to whom it had been referred. 


The Board of Pharmacy to Be Reorganized. 

The matter was thoroughly discussed, and it was agreed that 
pharmacists should take a prominent part in such legislation and 
that the various pharmaceutical organizations should settle among 
themselves any differences of opinion in relation to the wording 
or provisions of any bill submitted and unanimously favor its 
enactment when submitted. After the suggestions of the commit 
tee had been considered seriatim the branch went on record 
favoring the passage of a pure food and drugs law and as ap 
proving the proposed bill, with the modifications above referred 
to. The committee was instructed to confer with other bodies 
interested and to insist that the Board of Pharmacy be equally 
recognized with the State Board of Health in the enforcement 
of the act. 

The following officers were elected to serve until January, 
1909: 

President, Charles Caspari, jr.; vice president, Hl. A. B. Dun 
ning; secretary-treasurer, [. Kelly; chairman of the commit 
tee on membership, Charies LL. Mever; chairman of the commit 
tee on professional relations, Charles Feick; chairman of the 
committee on science and practice of Pharmacy, Philip I. Heius 
ler; chairman of the committee on education and legislation, 
Daniel Base. 

The reports of the officers and chairmen of the standing com 
mittees for the preceding vear were very encouraging, as they 
demonstrated the effectiveness of the work being done, and will 
serve as an incentive in the work of the current year. The sat 
isfactory results of the efforts to bring physicians and pharma 
cists into closer touch professionally and socially, and the in 
crease of 50 percent. in the membership of the branch deserve 
especial emphasis, 


Building Fund for Library. 


A chart showing the subscriptions so far received to the 
“Pharmaceutical Fund” to be applied to the erection of a new 
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty Library building attracted con 
siderable attention. The fund is being raised by the branch and 
the Maryland Pharmaceutical Association in response to an of 
fer from the faculty to provide in the new building they pro 
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pose to erect sufficient space for the meetings of these associa- 
tions and for a permanent pharmaceutical exhibit. About $1,000 
has heen subseribed, although the campaign has just been in- 
augurated, and the success of the undertaking is assured. 


Pharmacists Agree on Pure Food Bill for New 
York State 

\ conference was held at the rooms of the New York Board 
of Trade and Transportation between representatives from the 
various pharmaceutical organizations on Friday, January 17, at 
the call of the president of the New York State Pharmaceutical 
Association, Charles L. Mcbride, of Kingston, who is also chair 
man of the legislative committee of that body. This is the sec 
ond conference held in this city, in addition to the one held in 
Albany. The meeting was presided over by Mr. McBride, and 
W. L. Perkins, the counsel of the association, who has drawn up 
the measure, was present to explain the various features. The 
wholesale interests represented desired the measure to be revised 
so as to conform throughout with the national law, but being 
unable to induce the members of the legislative committee to 
adopt their views on this, agreed after some discussion to approve 
of a measure which, while following the national law in its 
general provisions, permits no variation from the United States 
Pharmacopceia and requires, save in the case of crude drugs sold 
at wholesale, all National Formulary preparations to conform 
in the strength of their potent ingredients to the standards set 
up in that work. The State Board of Pharmacy is in charge of 
the enforcement of the law. 

Among the bodies represented were the New York Board of 
Trade and Transportation, the New York branch of the Ameri 
can Pharmaceutical Association, the Kings County Pharmaceuti 
cal Society, the Hudson River Pharmaceutical Association, the 
New York German Apothecaries’ Society, the New York Retail 
Drugegists’ Association, the Metropolitan Drug Club and_ the 
Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association. Among those who par 
ticipated in the debate were Albert Plaut, ,Dr. William Jay 
Schieffelin, Thomas If. Main, Dr. William C. Anderson, Georg: 
Hf. Hitchcock, W. J. Rogers, of Middletown, Dr. William Mui 
and Oscar W. Smith. 

The text of the section relating to adulteration and misbrand 
ing, which is intended to be introduced as an amendment to thie 
pharmacy act, reads as follows: 

Subdivision 1. The term drug as used in this chapter shali 
include all medicines and preparations recognized in the United 
States Pharmacopccia or the National Formulary, for internal «1 
external use, and any substance or mixture of substances intended 
to be used for the cure, mitigation or prevention of disease of 
either man or other animals, and all poisons. 

Subdivision 2. A drug shall be deemed to be adulterated 
(a) If, when it is sold under or by a name recognized in the 
United States Pharmacopeeia or the National Formulary, the 
strength, quality or purity of the alkaloids or alkaloids or other 
potent ingredient, or ingredients or medicinal constituents falls 


“below the standard of strength, quality or purity as determined by 


the test or formula laid down in the United States Pharmacopocia 
or the formula given in the National Formulary official at the 
time of investigation. Provided that no crude drug defined ii 
the United States Pharmacopceia shall be deemed to be adult 
terated under this provision if the standard of strength, quality 
or purity be plainly stated unon the bottle, box or other con 
tainer thereof, although the standard may fall below that deter 
mined by the test laid down in the United States Pharimacopceia : 
and provided further that the label shall also bear the statement 
that the crude drug is not of pharmacoperia strength. (b) Ti, 
when sold under or by a name not recognized in or according to 
a formula not given in the United States Pharmaccepia or the 
National Formulary, but which is found in some other work 
publication on pharmacy or materia medica standard or used 
among physicians or pharmacists at the time of investigation, it 
differs in strength, quality or purity from the strength, quality 
or purity prescribed in such other works or publications. (c) If 
its strength, quality or purity falls below the professed standard 
of strength, quality or purity under which it is sold. (d) If it 
contain methyl or wood alcohol. 

Subdivision 3. A drug shall be deemed to be misbranded: 
(a) If the package or label thereof shall bear any statement, 
design or device which shall be false or misleading in any par- 
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ticular regarding the drug or the ingredients or substances con- 
tained therein or as to the State, Territory or country in which 
it is manufactured or produced. (b) If it be an imitation of 
or offered for sale under the name of another substance. (c) 
If the contents of the package as originally put up shall have 
been removed in whole or in part and other contents shall have 
been placed in such package. (d) If the package fail to bear 
a statement on the label of the percentage by volume of alcohol 
and the quantity or proportion of morphine, opium, heroine, 
chloroform, cannabis indica, chloral hydrate, or acetanilide, or 
any derivative or preparation of any such substance contained 
therein. Such information shall be stamped or printed in type 
easily to be read and so displayed as to be conspicuous, of a size 
not smaller than that known as eight point (brevier) capitals 
Provided, that in case the size of package will not permit the 
use of said type the said size of type may be reduced propor- 
tionately. Where alcohol is used as a solvent or preservative, 
or for any other purpose, it is to be deemed as contained. in the 
drug within the meaning of this article, and the drugs above 
mentioned or specified shall be described by their common or 
English names. Provided, that nothing in this paragri iph shall 
be construed to apply to the making up and dispensing of drugs 
on a written prescription by a legally authorized and registered 
physician, dentist or veterinarian, said prescription to be képt on 
file by the dispensing pharmacist, nor to drugs recognized in 
the United States Pharmacopeia or the National Formulary, 
which are in accordance therewith, and sold under the names 
by which they are recognized therein and not sold under a pro- 
prietary name or trade mark. 


New Pharmacy Regulations in Havana. 


(Special Correspondence of the American Druggist.) 

Havana, January 20.—-Almost the final act of the Provisional 
Governor, Mr. Magoon, in the year 1907, was the signature of a 
decree permitting the hoiding of pharmacies by druggists who 
were not members of the university and who had not graduated 
at the Havana or any other university. 

Under the old law it was forbidden for any person not holding 
the requisite diploma from the university to be the owner of 
drug store. ‘There arose in the course of time, however, a num- 
ber of persons who, although expert druggists, had not the neces- 
sary diploma. It was customary for these persons, who were 
known as “practical druggists,” to pay a yearly sum, generally 
$600, to a qualified druggist (with the necessary diploma) for 
permission to affix his name over the store, in order to avoid the 
heavy penalties attaching to unlicensed practice. The nominee, 
as may be imagined, had nothing to do with the store, and in- 
deed never entered it except on the date appointed for the col- 
lection of the municipal tax. 

Governor Magoon’s decree now authorizes these unqualified 
persons to carry on the business of druggists with license from 
the Government, and after having passed an examination con- 
ducted by the Government. The university professors and stu- 
dents are, of course, furious, and have cabled to President Roose- 
velt and others in the North to intervene to prevent this mon- 
strous wrong, as they term it. Governor Magoon defends his 
action by claiming to have abolished a serious evil, and that the 
new examination will be as searching as that of the university. 
This remains to be seen. Meanwhile public opinion is all on the 
side of the diploma druggists, and it will take a deal more than 
the assertions of the Executive to convince the Havanese that this 
is not another attack on capital directed from behind the scenes. 
This may seem at first sight absurd, but it is a fact that in Cuba 
the druggists occupy a very important position in the commercial 
world, and in very many parts they are the leaders of political 
parties. 

Troy, N., Y., Pharmaceutical Association 

The annual election of the Troy Pharmaceutical Association 
for the year of 1908 was held on January 8, when the following 
officers were clected: President, John J. Healy; first’ vice presi- 
dent, John Killilea: second vice president, E. W. Grey; secretary 
and treasurer, Lorenzo Strecker. The committee to arrange for 
the annual banquet, which wili be held some time in February, 

John FE. Grady, Robert Moncrief, A. C. Hull, J. B. Harvith 
and FE. W. Grey. 
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NEW YORK BRANCH DISAPPROVES REORGANIZATION 
PLAN OF A. PH. A. 





Iodine Loss in Tincture on Standing—Major Seaman on _ the 
Military Pharmacist—National Formulary Faults. 


The most interesting feature of the seventh meeting of the 
New York Branch of the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, which was heid at the College of ‘Pharmacy, Monday even- 
ing January 13, proved to be the discussion of the new pure drug 
law which is to be introduced in the Legislature of the State of 
New York, though the discussion was limited by the lateness 
of the hour at which this part of the programme was reached. 
The first business taken up was the report of the committee 
on reorganization, which was presented by J. C. Gallagher as 
chairman. Mr. Main, who presided, having called for this re- 
port, Mr. Gallagher submitted the following: 


The undersigned members of your committee appointed to 
report on the plans to reorganize the American Pharmaceutical 
Association proposed by Messrs. Hynson, Hallberg, and others 
would state that while ‘each member of your committee is indi- 
vidually in favor of any action that will prove advantageous 
to the association, yet, in their consideration of the plans that 
have been proposed they cannot see their way clear to recom 
mend any of them for general adoption as expressing the senti- 
ment of this branch of the American Pharmaceutical Association. 

As a general proposition we do not think it wise at this 
time to place the election of the general officers of the parent 
body in the hands of any one set of men. It may be said that 
the delegation of the power to choose officers by duly constituted 
council would tend to secure the election of the ablest men to fill 
such offices, but at the same time we believe that such a pro- 
cedure would permit a small coterie of men so disposed to domi- 
nate the affairs of the association and to place in position off- 
cers who may be pledged to the policies of the men who would 
elect them to office. 

The proposal to form a council which shall include dele- 
gates from the State, territorial and provincial associations would 
not only tend to make that body unwieldy, but, in certain in- 
stances, not all of the present membership of the A. Ph. A. 
could be represented in the delegate body by such an arrange- 
ment. In some State pharmaceutical associations membership is 
restricted to registered pharmacists of the State, and were dele- 
gates from these bodies to be given a seat in the council they 
could not presume to speak or act for the present members of 
the A. Ph. A. who are not registered pharmacists, yet reside in 
such States. Such members of the A. Ph. A. not being eligible 
for membership in the State association could therefore have 
no voice or vote in the deliberations of the A. Ph. A. 

The work of any association requires that it shall have offi- 
cers to carry out its orders, and for the objects of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association we believe that a general adherence 
to method that-has been followed for many years should obtain— 
that of giving every membr an opportunity to cast his ballot di- 
rectly for all of the officers for the association. Every member 
should not only be given the opportunity to vote, but in principle 
it is a duty which he should perfo rm and not delegate to an- 
other. We believe the history of the association proves the cor 
rectness of this. view. 

The selection of the place of meeting should be determined 
by the members of the association; in the matter of programme, 
ctc., we are of the opinion that these details can be best arranged 
by the council and the local secretary in each instance; the local 
age ee must necessarily be considered and the programme 
be adjusted so far as possible to meet the exigencies of the time 
and place of meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 
os KENNEDY, 
J. Leon LAscorr, 
Joun C. GALLAGHER, Chairman. 


Prof, TH. J. Lohmann, of Jersey City, read a brief note on 
Tincture of Todine U. S. P. VIII, in which he said that notwith- 
standing the presence of the potassium iodide in the tincture 
there was a notable diminution in the amount of iodine and also 
of the iodide in the tincture on standing. He recommended that 
the iodide be dried in an oven before being used, so as to make 
cure that the full proportion was present, as otherwise on account 
of the hygroscopic nature of the salt an amount of water might 
be weighed in which would bear on the strength of the finished 
preparation. He reported a continual decrease in the iodine con- 
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tent during the period under observation, which had not been 
long enough to reach the point at which deterioration stops. 

Dr. George C. Diekman, of the Board of Pharmacy, said that 
it was almost impossible to believe that the tincture could de- 
teriorate to the extent which had been reported in some of the 
New Jersey cases, and it seemed to him probable that the results 
reported in the cases were a matter of bad analyses, rather 
than one of bad formulas. His own experience, which has been 
considerable, corroborated that of Professor LaWall, as reported 
at the last general meeting of the association, showing but little 
deterioration in tinctures made according to the U. S. P. VII. 

Dr. Joseph Weinstein, of the Board of Pharmacy, said that 
the statistics of the board showed that at least 92 per cent. of 
the tinctures examined complied with the U. S. P. requirements, 
and the percentage was not very different now from what it 
had been under the old pharmacopeeia. 

J. C. Gallagher said that an officer of the New Jersey Board 
of Health had recently informed him that the majority of the 
druggists in New Jersey were still using the 1890 formula for 
tincture of iodine. 

The methods pursued by the Massachusetts Board of Health 
were outlined and commented on by Caswell A. Mayo, who spoke 
of the need for the utmost care in the method pursued in taking 
samples for court proceedings. According to Professor Loh 
mann the methods of securing samples in New Jersey were 
faulty, leaving the way open for gross injustice. 

The subject was further discussed by Albert Plaut, Doctor 
Muir and Professor Lohmann. 


The Pharmacist in the Army. 


Vice president Schieffelin, taking the chair, introduced Dr. 
Louis L. Seaman, late Major in the Medical Corps, United States 
Volunteers, and author of The Real’ Triumph of Japan, and 
other works on medical matters. Doctor Seaman condemned se 
verely the organization of the Military Medical Service in the 
United States Army and, basing his remarks upon an experience 
of some months with the Japanese Army in Manchuria, described 
the method of organization of the pharmaceutical corps in that 
army, which has as a head a colonel and comprises a number 
graded rank. Doctor 

unnecessary 


of commissioned officers arranged in 
Seaman spoke in bitter terms of the 
and death which had occurred at Chickamauga and Porto Rico, 
where he had served in the war with Spain, through the lack 
of proper sanitary precautions, the recommendations of the medi- 
cal officers being disregarded. On motion of Albert Plaut the 
president was instructed to appoint a committee from the New 
York Branch to co-operate with the national committee on the 
status of the pharmacist in the Government service. 


suffering 


A Pure Drug Law for New York State. 

At the request of the chairman Doctor Muir outlined the 
terms of the proposed amendments to the pharmacy law which 
would cover the State pure drug law, as drafted in conformity 
with the results of the conference of the wholesale and retail 
drug interests. This matter is referred to at some length in 
another column, where the text of the measure appears. 

Doctor Schieffelin pointed out several serious faults in the 
National Formulary and objected strongly to its being recog- 
nized as an official standard. In the formula for spirit of white 
pine compound there was a difference of 10 percent. in the 
amount of morphine present according to the apothecaries’ meas- 
ure and according to the formula given in the metric system, a 
variation which is beyond the permissible limit in so potent a 
drug 

B. T. Fairchild moved, in order to get the matter before the 
meeting, that it was the sense of the members present that the 
name National Formulary should be stricken out of the State 
drug law wherever it occurred. He said that the National 
Formulary had bodily appropriated names which had been long 
used, but had not always adopted the method of preparation 
which had been used in connection with these names. [or in- 
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stance, liquor pancreaticus had been originated in England, where 
it was still made by the originators in the original manner, 
which consisted in the digestion of the pancreas in a menstruum 
which took up some of the pancreatic ferments. The National 
Formulary, however, merely took the commercial pancreatin and 
The N. F. 
preparations should be called liquor pancreatinum, not pancre- 
aticus. The United States Pharmacopceia set forth clearly the 
fact that pepsin and pancreatin are incompatible. The N. F. in 
defiance of this combines the two ferments into compound di 


made this into a solution with sodium bicarbonate. 


gestive elixir, and, moreover, adds an acid so as to insure appar 
ently that the pancreatin will be rendered inert. It would be im- 
possible for any one to prove the presence of pancreatin in this 
preparation will become inert a few hours after its manufacture. 

G. H. Hitchcock urged the adoption of the N. F. standards, 
saying that the inaccuracies could and would be corrected. 

Dr. H. C. Lovis pointed out that in portions of the bill which 
had not been read other standards were recognized and _ that, 
therefare, the omission of the words National Formulary would 
not accomplish the aim intended, 

Albert Plaut moved that the matter be referred to a commit 
tee of three with instructions to represent the section at a joint 
Mr. Fair 
Mr. Plaut was adopted 


conference, which will undoubtedly be held on the act. 
child withdrawing his motion, that of 
without opposition. 

G, H. Hitchcock, for the committee on propaganda, reported 
that favorable progress had been made toward the holding of a 
joint mass meeting, in February, of physicians and pharmacists, 
under the auspices of the Academy of Medicine. 

This being the annual meeting of the branch, the following 
officers were elected: 

President, Professor Herman J. Lohmann, of Jersey City. 

Vice-president, Jacob Diner, of New York. 

Secretary, Hugh Craig, New York. 

Treasurer, Dr. Joseph Weinstein, New York. 

Chairman of the Committee on Membership, John C. Gal 
lagher, Jersey City. 

Chairman of the Committee on Professional Relations, Otto 
Raubenheimer, Brooklyn. 

Chairman of the Committee on 
George C. Diekman, New York. 

Chairman of the Committee on 
Thomas P. Cook, New York. 


Practical Pharmacy, Dr. 


Education and Legislation, 


Work of the Brooklyn Druggists. 

The usual monthly meeting of the Kings County 
ceutical Society was held at the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy, 
After the meet 


Pharma 


205 Nostrand avenue, on Tuesday, January 14. 
ing opened a large number of applications for membership were 
received and referred to the appropriate committee, and seven 
candidates proposed at the preceding reported 
favorably and elected. ‘The usual reports of officers were then 
submitted, after which Dr. William Muir, ehairman of the com 
mittee on legislation, explained the provisions of the proposed 
new drug bill and told of the interests arrayed against the 


meeting were 


measure. In order to bring offenders against the law before the 
Supreme Court, it is proposed to make the fine for violations 
$50, instead of $25, as at present. The status of the propaganda 
work on pharmacopeeial and National Formulary 
reported by Doctor Muir, who said that upward of $1,000 had 
been spent by the society and only $265 had been taken in. He 
spoke of the necessity of more liberal contributions if the work 
was to be continued, and Otto Wicke offered to donate $25, while 
several members indicated their willingness to assist the members 
of the woman's organization in collecting funds. Miss Alice 
Kunkle reported that she had collected $66.50 in East New York 
and Brownsville, and Doctor Muir reported in behalf of his 
daughter, Miss Jennie, that she had collected a little over $60. 


work was 


Contributions for our column of Puzssling Orders are so- 
licited. To the reader submitting any order deemed worthy of 
reproduction, and which is used, we shall award a paia up sub- 
scription for the AMERICAN DRUGGIST for one year. 
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50 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
UNITY PROPAGANDA COMMITTEE ORGANIZES AND 


ELECTS OFFICERS. 


Representatives of Six Pharmaceutical Associations in Manhattan 
and the Bronx Plan to Co-operate in the Dissemination of U. 
S. P. and N. F. Literature. 


‘\s the first step toward welding together the various phar- 
maceutical organizations in Manhattan and the Bronx interested 
in the dissemination of U. S. P. and N. F. propaganda, represen- 
tatives of five such bodies and of the New York College of 
Pharmacy attended a joint meeting in the New York College 
building on Thursday evening, January 16, effected the formation 
of an organization to be known as the Propaganda Committee of 
the Aliied Pharmaceutical Associations, and elected Jacob Diner 
chairman and C. F. Schleussner secretary-treasurer of this 
committee. 

The joint meeting was called by Mr. Schleussner, represent- 
ing the German Apothecaries’ Society, which body was the first 
to suggest the formation of unity organization and the co-opera- 
tion of all locai associations in the propaganda work. 

After the selection of the name for the committee and the 
election of officers had been effected, the following resolutions 
were drafted, subject to the subsequent approval of the bodies 
represented : 

First. That each practicing physician in the territory of Manhattan 
and the Bronx be presented with a copy of the Physician’s Manual of the 
United States Pharmacopoeia and National Formulary which is published 
under the sanction of the American Medical Association. , 

Second. That the sum required to defray the cost of this undertaking 
be obtained by soliciting subscriptions from retail sources. It is suggested 
that the territory named be divided into districts, each district to be can 
vassed by representatives of the association to which the district is assigned. 
The New York College of Pharmacy is not expected to take part in the 
matter of soliciting contributions, such work to be done by the other as- 
sociations. 4 ‘ ie 

Third. That each proprietor of a pharmacy within the territory named 
be communicated with and made acquainted with the proposed work of the 
Propaganda Committee and that the expense incurred be defrayed by thc 
associations represented. 


It is understood that the initial cost of issuing circulars to 
the physicians of Manhattan and the Bronx will be approximately 
Later much larger amounts of money will be required in 
the preparation and issuance of literature, formulas and sam- 
Another meeting of the propaganda committee, which also 
will be attended by Italian Pharmaceutical Association represen- 
tatives, will be held on February 7. Within the near future it is 
proposed to have samples of the various N. F. preparations pre- 
pared by the students of the New York College of Pharmacy. 

The represenatives‘of the pharmaceutical organizations who 
attended the first joint meeting on January 16 were Dr. George 
C. Diekman, representing the New York College of Pharmacy; 
Charles I. Schleussner, Feiix Hirseman and H. C. Goetting, 
representing the G. A. S.; Dr. William C. Alpers, representing 
the Manhattan Ph. A.; Peter Diamond, Joseph Weinstein and 
S. Bernstein, representing the N. Y. R. D. A.; George Hitch- 
cock, representing the New York branch of the A. Ph. A., and 
representing the Hudson River Pharmaceutical 


S20. 


ples. 


Jacob Diner. 
Association. 
Representatives of the Italian 
held a separate meeting for the purpose of joining in the work 
of the Propaganda Committee of the Allied Pharmaceutical 
Associations in the New York College of Pharmacy building last 
Tuesday evening and unanimously approved the proposition to 
co-operate. They accordingly named John Scavo and F. Avignone 


Pharmaceutical Association 


to represent them at the committee’s next meeting. 


Minneapolis Retail Druggists’ Association. 


At the annual meeting of the Minneapolis Retail Druggists’ 
Association, held a few weeks ago, the following officers were 
elected to serve during the ensuing year: President, A. D. 
Thompson: vice president, F. W. Kleinert; ‘secretary, E. L. 
Storms; treasurer. J. W. Thompson: executive committee, 
Thomas Voegeli, Stewart Gamble, Charles H. Huhn, John F. 
Danek and A. J. Kline. 
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RECORD. 


The Labeling of Prescriptions Containing Cocaine. 


In view of the new State law regulating the dispensing of pre- 
scriptions of which cocaine or salts, derivatives or preparations 
of cocaine are ingredients, several New York druggists use a sup- 
plementary label or sticker, which is attached to the container. 
The Corporation of Hegeman & Co. use a sticker worded as 
follows: 


In conformity with a recent act of the Legislature this pre- 
scription cannot be repeated, nor can a copy be given. 


The firm of J. Milhau’s Son go more into particulars in the 
sticker adopted by it, the chapter of the Penal Code pertaining 
to the law being given, as well as the penalty for violating the 
law. The following is the wording of the sticker, which is 
printed in bold faced type: 


In conformity with the Laws of the State of New 
York, 1907, Chapter 424, amending the Penal Code 
§405a, this prescription can be furnished but once 
and no copy can be given. Penalty, imprisonment 
for not more than one year or a fine of not more 
than $1,000 or both. 


The use of some such sticker as the specimens shown will 
be found to relieve the pharmacist of the necessity of long, wordy 
explanations and possible friction with their patrons. For the 
lenefit of those of our readers who may not be familiar with the 
provisions of the law we reprint the text from the AMERICAN 
Druccist of June 24, 1907: 


The Cocaine Law of New York State. 
Chapter 424. Laws of 1907. 
AN ACT 


To amend the penal code, in relation to the sale of certain drugs. 

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Section 1. The penal code is hereby amended by inserting therein a 
new section, to be section four hundred and five-a thereof and to read as 
follows: 

Section 405-a. It shall be unlawful for any person to sell, furnish or 
dispose of alkaloid cocaine or its salts, or alpha or beta eucaine or their 
salts, or any admixture of cocaine and eucaine, except upon the written 
prescription of a duly registered physician, which prescription shall be 
retained by the person who dispenses the same, shall be filled but once 
and of which no copy shall be taken by any person; except, however, that 
such alkaloid cocaine or its salts, and alpha or beta eucaine or. their salts, 
may lawfully be sold at wholesale upon the written order of a license:| 
pharmacist or licensed druggist, duly registered practising physician. 
licensed veterinarian or licensed dentist, provided that the wholesale dealer 
shall affix or cause to be affixed to the bottle, box, vessel or package con- 
taining the article sold, and upon the outside wrapper of the package as 
originally put up, a label distinctly displaying the name and quantity cf 
cocaine or its salts, alpha or beta eucaine or their salts, sold, and the word 
“poison” with the name and place of business ef the seller, all printed in 
red ink; and provided also that the wholesale dealer shall, before deliver 
ing any of the articles, make or cause to be made in a book kept for the 
purpose an entry of the sale thereof, stating the date of sale, the quantity. 
name and form in which sold, the name and address of the purchaser, and 
the name of tke person by whom the entry is made: and the said book 
shall be always open for inspection by the proper authorities and shall ne 
preserved for at least five years after the date of the last entry made 
therein. Any person who violates any of the provisions of this secticn 
shall be guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment of not more thar 
one year, or a fine of not more than one thovsand dollars, or both. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect September first, nineteen hundre | 
and seven. 


DIED. 
30WERS.—In Baltimore, Md., on Wednesday, January 8, James 

W. Bowers, aged cighty-two years. 
PRANDT. 


In Cripple Creek, Col., on Monday, January 13, 


H!. Brandt, aged forty-five years. 

Covurtape.—In New Orleans, La., on Sunday, December 8, 
John J. Courtade, aged forty-two years, 

Dien_.—In Buffalo, N. Y.. on Friday, January 10, John P. 
Diehl, aged seventy years. 

Ropinson.—in Malden, Mass., on Monday, December 9, Fred- 
crick J. Robinson, aged seventy years 

Rowrer.—In Waco, Tex., on Wednesday, December 4, S. L. 
Rohrer, aged fifty-three years. 

Stern.—In Brookiyn, N. Y., on Tuesday, January 7, William 
Stern, aged sixty-seven years 
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Greater New York. 





T. M. Milspaugh, of the Milspaugh Company, of Liberty, 
N. Y., was in town last week. 


Charles W. Snow, of Charles W. Snow & Co., of Syracuse, 
N. Y., was in town on January 18. 


John S. Lane, until recently associated with Ladd & Coffin, 
is now representing Schieffelin & Co. in the Eastern States. 


Charles C. Hinchman, of the Michigan Drug Company, of 
Detroit, Mich., is on his customary midwinter visit to New York. 


Hiram Merritt, of Theodore Merritt’s Sons, of Newburgh, 
N. Y., made a trip through the manufacturing trade in this city 
last week. 


Charles A. Sexton, of Springfield, Mass., visited friends in 
the local manufacturing and wholesale drug trade on Janu- 
ary 16 and 17. 

Edward |. Lowell, of the traveling staff of Magnus, Mabee 
& Reynard, left this city on January 11 for a trip through Kansas, 
Texas and Mexico. 

Charles E. Dodd, representative of the Powers-Wightman- 
Rosengarten Company, has returned to his territory on the Pa- 
cific Coast, after having spent three weeks in this city. 


J. C. Turner formerly representative for Tarrant & Co. in the 
Southern States, has joined the traveling forces of Schieffelin 
& Co., and will represent that house in its Southwestern territory. 

Shareholders of the Theoline Chemical.Company held ,their 
annual meeting at 128 Franklin street last Saturday. At this 
meeting the stockholders elected the directors and inspectors of 
election for the ensuing year. 

Frederick J. Maywald, who for more than fourteen years was 
associated with Dr. Peter T. Austen, the chemical expert, who 
died recently, has announced that he will continue in the busi- 
ness founded by Doctor Austen at 89 Pine street. Mr. Maywald 
has had charge of the Austen laboratory for many years and is 
eminently fitted for the work which he intends to continue. 

All the graduates of the New York College of Pharmacy are 
urged to participate in the annual ball of the Alumni Associa- 
tion, which will be held at the concert hall of the Madison Square 
Garden on Monday evening, January 29. Tickets can be ob- 
tained from Dr. Harry B. Ferguson, 115 West Sixty-eighth street, 
or from William H. Ward, Chairman of the Committee on Ar- 
rangements, 115 West Sixty-eighth street. 

The pharmacy of Walter L. Schneider at 412 Central avenue, 
corner of Palmetto street, Brooklyn, has been purchased by Ed- 
ward Kleine, Phar. D., who formerly managed his father’s drug 
store at 110 Hamburg avenue. Doctor Kleine is known to a 
host of Brooklyn druggists and alumni of the Brooklyn College 
of Pharmacy as the former Jnstructor of Analytical and Pharma- 
ceutical Chemistry in the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy and 
as president of the alumni association. 

At a meeting of the New York chapter of the W. O. 
N. A. R. D., held in the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy last 
Tuesday afternoon, at which Mrs. W. C. Anderson presided, 
Miss Girard, secretary, reported that the organization had col- 
lected $208 from the pharmacists of Brooklyn up to date to be 
used in furthering the U. S. P. and N. F. propaganda work of 
the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society. This money will be 
turned over to the K. C. P. S. within the next few days. 

The next meeting of the M. A. R. D. will be held at the New 
York College of Pharmacy on January 31, at 9 o’clock p. m. 
rom advance information which we have received the AMERI- 
cAN Druaartst is able to state that a plan has been evolved which 
will enable the M. A. R. D. to raise sufficient funds to pay its 
indebtedness to the national association and leave them a working 
balance for future work. The proposed method of raising the 
money is by a mammoth entertainment, to which all the druggists 
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of Greater New York and their friends will be invited. It is 
gratifying to learn that the dues for 1908 are coming in more 
freely than was expected by the officers of the association. Nearly 
$300 in dues has been received by mail, thus showing that there 
are some druggists who appreciate the work which the 
M. A. R. D. through its propaganda committee has done for 
them. 


By winning three out of their four games and losing only one 
game the Colgate & Co. bowlers carried off first honors fof 
team work at the contest on the alleys held on Monday evening, 
January 13. The Sharp & Dohme and Charles E. Sholes Com- 
pany teams won two and lost two games, while the Schieffelin & 
Co, rollers only won one game and lost three. Mr. Colgate, of Col 
gate & Co., captured highest individual honors by scoring 224, 
while Mr, Solan, of the Sharp & Dohme crew, won second place 
by reaching 205. A summary of the games and team scores fol 
lows: On alleys 3 and 4—First game: Colgate & Co., 706; 
Charles E. Sholes Company, 638. Second game: Charles E. 
Sholes Company, 734; Colgate & Co., 714. Third game; Charles 
Ik. Sholes Company, 726; Sharp & Dohme, 708. Fourth game: 
Sharp & Dohme, 769; Charles E. Sholes Company, 678. On al 
leys 4 and 5—First game: Sharp & Dohme, 756; Schieffelin & 
Co., 6&9. Second game: Schieffelin & Co., 764; Sharp & Dohme, 
679. Third game: Colgate & Co., 812; Schieffelin & Co., 732 
lourth game: Colgate & Co., 778; Schieffelin & Co., 774. 


New York Deutscher Apotheker Verein Ball 
Postponed to February 20. 

The fifty-seventh annual ball of the German Apothecaries’ 
Society, which was to have been held January 30, has been post 
poned, owing to circumstances over which the committee has no 
control, until Thursday, February 20. Not only will all the 
arrangements that have been made to make of this affair one of 
the most memorable and successful events in the history of the 
society be fully carried out, but additional features have been 
added to increase the enjoyment of the occasion, thanks to the 
time which the committee has gained by the postponement. 





Doctors Eager to Consult Druggists. 





\ cordial invitation to call upon Harlem druggists for advice 
and consultation in regard to desirable vehicles and palatable 
flavorings was extended to the thirty physicians who attended 
the second joint meeting of the doctors and druggists of Harlem 
arranged by the members of the Hudson River Pharmaceutical 
Association and held in their meeting rooms in Picken Hall, 287 
St. Nicholas avenue, on Tuesday evening, January 14. To a 
man the doctors present at this gathering promised to avail them- 
selves of this privilege and also to extend the invitation to their 
fellow practitioners throughout Harlem and Washington Heights. 
All of the physicians at the meeting again pledged themselves 
to prescribe only U. S. P. and N. I. preparations and to aid the 
standard preparations committee in its efforts to disseminate this 
propaganda. 

The invitation to the doctors to consult with the druggists 
on the best vehicles and flavorings was proposed immediately 
after the reading of a very interesting paper on The Vehicles of 
the United States Pharmacopwia and National Formulary, by 
Jacob Diner, who exhibited samples of twenty such vehicles in 
the course of his address. 

'n behalf of this propaganda committee Mr. Diner reported 
that literature on U. S. P. and N. F. preparations had been sent 
out to the doctors of Harlem during the last month, together 
with samples of Stoke’s [Expectorant :nd Elixir Gentian Glycer- 
inated In behalf of the buying club committee A. Klingmann 
announced that this committee had prepared a new list of arti- 
cles, which could be obtained at very reasonable prices by mem- 
bers of the association, and that this list would be issued within 
the next few days. 
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ATHLETICS TO THE FORE IN BUFFALO. 


Business Improves Under the Influenza Epidemic—No Interest in 
Legislative Matters Shown. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

3uffalo, January 22.—Business in the retail drug stores con- 
tinues to improve. It is the time of the year for that, and besides 
the prevalence of grip and similar disorders has extended to the 
city, and there are a good many cases of it, though it does not 
appear to be so severe as it is reported to be in many localities. 

Athletics Popular. 

The feeling among druggists through the city appears to be 
very good. The athletic organizations are doing something to 
make fellowship easy and they do good in a physical way besides. 
There are two bowling associations among the druggists this 
winter, and it is said that they are doing better work in that line 
than ever before. The old association that meets every Friday 
afternoon is practically a new body, so many of the older mem- 
bers having dropped out, partly in order to go over to the Profes- 
sional Men’s League and partly because some of them are run- 
ning with short help and cannot get away. The younger mem- 
bers of the association manage to keep eight alleys very warm 
for several hours every week and are making better scores than 
the older ones ever did as a whole. 

J. A. Lockie seems to be the really independent member of the 
local drug trade. He says that he has been mentioned as lo- 
cating in a good many towns since he sold out, but he has done 
nothing of the sort and is still taking a long breath after being 
so long attached to his old stand up Main street. He will get 
back to work again soon, but at present he is a free lance and 
shows his keeping by taking a hand at bowling both in the af- 
ternoon and the evening gatherings, even when they occur on the 
same day. He still manages to be high man in the League, 
with the druggists coming out best in their contest with the doc- 
tors, dentists and lawyers. 

BUFFALO NEWS NOTES. 

Former President C. O. Rano of the State Association is quite 
out of health, and is preparing to sell out his store on Niagara 
street. As he has more than one customer it is expected that 
the sale will be made soon. In fact it was reported as com- 
pleted some days ago. but the final acceptance of the offer had 
not been made. He has been in the business a long time, re- 
turning to it in the present store after having suspended active 
dispensing for some years. 

No Interest in Legislation. 

There is still some interest as to what the Legislature 
is likely to do this winter in regard to drug matters, but it 
has come to nothing as yet. Though the feeling, such as it is 
is mainly in the line of fear of legislation hostile to drug inter- 
ests. there are those who would like to take the aggressive as 
well as the watchful course and urge some new measures through 
that body, but there seems to be a decidedly apathetic feeling 
among the Buffalo members of the trade. for a meeting of the 
Irie County Pharmaceutical Association was called the other 
day to take the matter up, but so few people attended that 
nothing was done and it may happen that no further effort is 
made unless something comes up at Albany that looks de- 
cidedly ugly. 

The Erie County Pharmaceutical Association 

is back to its old name again. Some time ago it was changed, 
so far as the vote went, to the Buffalo Association, but it was 
afterward found that the law requires certain things to be done 
hy the body under its old name, and rather than maintain it for 
such purposes only it was felt that the better thing was to stick 
to the name right through. It is an honorable name, for the 
members claim that the present beneficent State pharmacy laws 
very largely originated in the minds of certain bright members 
of the association. 
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The drug store of J. H. Hilligass on Ashland avenue has 
been sold to Bargar Brothers. who are younger members of the 
family, two older Bargars being already in the business in the 
city. Mr. Hilligass has another store on Elmwood avenue. 

John P. Diehl, for forty-four years a druggist near the Gene- 
see Hotel on Main street under the firm name of J. P. & J. W. 
Diehl, but for some years retired, died on the 15th, aged seventy. 
He was a brother of Dr. Conrad Diehl, former mayor of the city, 
and a man of sterling though very retiring character. 

Fire destroyed a barn in the rear of the home and drug store 
of Joseph Stuhlberg on Broadway on the 18th, and came very 
near burning the store also, but the firemen managed to put it 
out when it had pretty badly scorched the outside. 


Shorter Hours in Coldwater, Mich. 


Coldwater, Mich., druggists have decided to close their stores 
at 6.30 o’clock p. m. until March 1. 

“Our closing hour has been 8 p. m. for several years,” writes 
the Dorrance Drug Company to N. A. R. D. Notes, “but we think 
we can get along for a couple of months with less hours of work. 

“The other lines of business are falling in with the idea, too. 
Clothing, dry goods and grocery stores all close at 6 or 6.30. 
leaving as the only places open after 6.30 saloons, restaurants 
and theatoriums.” 


BOARD OF HEALTH DISCHARGES THE FUNCTIONS OF 
VARIOUS BOARDS OF REGISTRATION. 





Radical Departure Proposed in Massachusetts—Boards of Phar- 
macy, Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Medicine and 
Embalming to Be Abolished—A Druggist Mayor Hires a Hall 
—B. A. R. D. Elect Officers. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, January 22.—Some of the State commissions received 
a surprise last week when it became known that a Senator from 
the western part of the State had taken the stand that the Bay 
State was overburdened with professional boards. This Senator 
is of the opinion that the people would be served just as well 
if the boards of Pharmacy, Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary 
Medicine and Embalming were consolidated, and he has intro- 
duced a bill to place them under the State Board of Health and 
to have a registrar named by that board, with the approval of the 
Governor, at a salary of $1,500, and to allow him to employ out- 
side assistanee if needed. One of the big advantages claimed by 
the Senator for his bill is that it would result in the saving of 
considerable office space. Several of these commissions produce 
revenue for the State and are partially self supporting, but it is 
estimated that the above consolidation would save at least $10,000 
yearly. 

Druggist-Mayors Make Brave Start. 

Mayor-elect John F. Hurley, of Salem, cast aside all tradi- 
tions when he engaged a theater for the purpose of delivering 
his inaugural address. Needless to say, he also startled the citi- 
zens Over whom he now rules, but they liked the innovation 
sufficiently to give Mayor Hurley a packed house and a respectful 
hearing. Hon. William J. Bullock became Mayor of New Bed- 
ford on January 6. He demonstrated his progressiveness by 
many recommendations which, if adopted, will redound to the 
benefit of his city. 

Druggists Who Abuse Liquor License Privileges. 

The Mayor of Fitchburg severely scored what he termed the 
indiscriminate granting of druggists’ licenses, saying: “There are 
druggists who do a legitimate drug business, and in the sale of 
liquor conform to the provisions of their licenses, while to others 
--and they are not the lesser number—this traffic forms the 
principal part of their business, and little regard is paid to the 
provisions of the licenses granted them.” 
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Registered in Massachusetts. 

During December the Board of Pharmacy held two examina- 
tions, at which the following candidates were successful: Martin 
I. Adamo, Ralph A. Currier, William F. Jeffers, W, Allan Ham- 
ilton, Harry S. Marvin and Helen I. G. Shapira, all of Boston, 
and James E. McDonough, Manchester, N. H.; Harley J. Dwin- 
nel, Maynard; Eugene A. Pederzoli, South Framingham; Albert 
W. Smith, Holyoke, and Clifford W. Wilder, of Lowell. 


B. A. R. D. Officers Re-elected. 

The last meeting of the B. A. R. D., Inc., was the annual, 
and there was an election of officers.. All of the old officials were 
returned by unanimous vote. Treasurer John G. Godding, 
Ph. G., declined re-election, because of increased business cares. 
Lyman W., Griffin, Ph. G., was then elected to that office. The 
following list is that of the executive committee by districts: 
No. 1, J. F. Finneran; No. 2, J. G. Godding; No. 3, T.-R. Grimes; 
No. 4, Mr. Harring; No. 5, F. F. Ernst; No. 6, Mr. Brown; 
No. 7, C. A. Stover; No. 8 J. A. Bean; No. 9, A. L. Kimball; 
No. 10, C, H. Packard; No. 11, C. W. Freeman; No. 12, W. A. 
Tlowe. 

F. K. Lynch and W. A. Reeves, of Cambridge, were both 
made members. 

Reports were submitted by various committees. It was noted 
that commendable progress was being made in all branches of the 
organization business. 

William F. Sawyer denounced the proposed measure requir- 
ing re-registration of stores. 

President La Pierre was empowered to call a special meet- 
ing for the discussion of legislative matters as soon as the na- 
ture of the new bills became known. J. F. Finneran cautioned 
the new members to comply with the ruling of the Internal 
Revenue Department concerning the preservation of stamps on 
cigar boxes. 

C. H. Packard, Ph. G., president M. S. P. A., gave notice 
that the winter meeting of the association. would be held on 
January 20 at 2 p. m., to be followed by dinner at 6.30. 


Four Druggists Charged With Illegal Sales of Liquor. 


Recently in the Cambridge court four druggists, Walter A. 
Coombs, Ezra Gore, Edward Charret and John F, Dwyer, were 
arraigned for alleged violations of the liquor law. These cases 
were brought upon evidence given by some Cambridge boys, who 
had been arrested for alleged larceny and assault and battery, and 
who asserted that they had purchased liquor of the defendants. 


Work of the Food Inspectors’ Officials. 

George H. Adams, the Boston agent of the Bureau of Chem- 
istry, Department of Agriculture, has recently acquired consid- 
erable newspaper fame from his participation in the investiga- 
tion now going on to determine the edibility of dogfish. Mr. 
Adams sent several specimens accompanied by a letter to Dr. 
Wiley, and the press decided these facts to be worthy of notice. 
Mr. Adams was a former M. C. P. student, and his success in 
his new work has stimulated many identified with the drug busi- 
ness to attempt the coming examinations for positions similar 
to his. 


BOSTON JOTTINGS. 


The United Candy Company, a subsidiary company of the 
United Drug Company, has inaugurated a policy of curtailment 
because of the lessening in volume of orders. The company has 
suspended operations until spring. About 100 hands have been 
thrown out of employment. Other candy firms have followed the 
example of the United Candy Company. 





Contributions for our column of Puzzling Orders are so- 
licited. To the reader submitting any crder deemed worthy of 
reproduction, and which is used, we shall award a paid up sub- 
scription for the AMERICAN DRUGGIST for one year. 
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ORGANIZATION WORKERS ACTIVE IN PHILADELPHIA 





Vigorous Campaign on U. S. P. and N. F. Propaganda—Women’s 
Organization Raising Funds for the New Laboratory—Central 
Buying Club Idea Abandoned—Fined for Failure to Properly 
Label Poisons. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, January 23.—President Henry, of the Phila- 
delphia Association of Retail Druggists, is hard at work making 
up the committees for the ensuing year. On January 24 a meet 
ing of the executive committee is to be held and the various com 
“mitteemen selected. It is understood that there will be a num 
ber of changes, as President Henry is desirous of having none 
but those who are willing to devote a large amount of their time 
to the good of the association. It can be said that there are 
very few drones in the local association. All are hustlers, and 
this makes it very hard to pick out the committeemen. There 
is a superfluity of good men. 

There is more interest taken in the 
ever before. The large attendance at the last meeting has in- 
stilled new life into the local organization and every effort is 
to be made to get out a large following at every meeting. Presi- 
dent Henry is devising schemes for carrying out a plan which 
will bring out a full membership. The membership of the asso- 
ciation is over 600, and it is believed that fully one-half of the 
members can be induced to attend the meetings. Practically a 
house-to-house canvass is being made to induce all those who are 
not members to become so. It is believed that before the end 
of the year nearly all the retail druggists in the city will 
become members of the local organization. Since December over 
sixty new members have been admitted, and fully as many more 
are considering the advisability of joining. 


U. S. P. and N. F. Propaganda. 

The propaganda committee has mapped out a new plan to 
get physicians to prescribe only U. S. P. and N. IF. preparations. 
This committee has a large fund to work with and besides it 
has the full support of the association. All the members are 
desirous of getting the physicians in line, and they consider the 
money spent on such a move as well placed. So far the com- 
mittee has made good progress. Each week it secures further 
support of the physicians, and it is hoped that before the end of 
the year the full support of the doctors in this city will be se 
cured. In many instances the physicians are working along with 
the druggists to bring about the desired result. Representative 
Barlow, who has been working up the membership for the local 
association, will remain in this city during the months of Janu 
ary.and February, and after that time will do missionary work 
throughout the State. It is believed that there are many drug- 
gists in Pennsylvania that would gladly join the N. A. R. D., if 
they were given the opportunity. This is what Mr. Barlow in- 
tends to give them. It is the intention to make Pennsylvania the 
banner organization. Philadelphia now holds this title, and every 
effort is to be made to make a double victory. 


local association than 


The Women’s Organization 


of the N. A. R. D., Local Chapter No. 6, is working hard to 
assist the druggists in various ways. To raise money for the 
new laboratory which is being constructed by the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy, this Chapter has made arrangements to 
give a rummage sale, a euchre party and a sale of fancy things, 
candy, etc. The euchre party will be in charge of Mrs. Kraus 
and Mrs. Carpenter, and will be held on February 6, at Mose- 
bach’s, Thirteenth street and Girard avenue. On February 6 
and 7 the rummage sale, under the jurisdiction of Mrs. R. V. 
Cuthbert, and the sale of fancy goods and candy, under the charge 
of Mrs. H. C. Clapham, will be held at 4027 Market street. It 
is believed that a large sum of money will be derived from these 
ventures. It is the intention of the officers of the organization 
to present whatever is made from the above events to the Phila- 
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delphia College of Pharmacy. President Lee is endeavoring to 
get the hearty co-operation of all the wives of retail druggists, 
and is doing all she can to get them into the organization. At 
the last meeting of the organization there were seventy-eight 
members present, and it is believed the attendance at the Birth- 
day meeting will be the greatest in the history of the association. 
Plans have been prepared for this event, and outside of the ar- 
rangements already made and commented upon in this column 
it is understood the committee on arrangements will have sev- 
eral surprises. Every effort is to be made to swell the member- 
ship to the utmost. 


Drug Club Election. 


By the time this number appears the election for officers of 
the Philadelphia Drug Club will have been held and the new offi- 
cers for the ensuing year selected. There are at this time two 
good men spoken of for the position, W. L. Cliffe and Walter V. 
Smith. Both have their champions and either one would be of 
good service to the club. Mr. Cliffe has declined to serve. The 
present officers are not desirous of continuing in office. D. E. 
Bransome, the chairman of the house committee, has done yeo- 
man work in getting this club on its feet. He is now desirous of 
dropping out of office. Mr. Bransome and Miers Busch have 
been the two members who have devoted most of their time in 
furthering the interests of the club. They have been always will- 
ing to do everything for its benefit and it is through their untir 
ing work that the club has been made the success it is. 


Successful Co-operation. 


On Tuesday last the annual report of the Philadelphia Whole 
sale Drug Company, Limited, was presented to the stockholders. 
The report was for the first-time read to the stockholders in the 
company’s rooms, 608 Arch street, and after it had been acted 
upon the meeting was adjourned to the Philadelphia Club, where 
refreshments of various kinds were served. President Frank R. 
Rohrman showed that there had been a healthy increase in the 
net earnings. This company pays no dividends, but each year the 
surplus is added to the surplus in hand, and by the time the life 
of the company expires the stock has a much higher value than 
par. There is none of the stock for sale. There is outstanding 
$42,000 of capital stock, the amount authorized being $50,000. 
In December next the company’s term expires and another period 
will be begun. It is understood that the capitalization of the new 
company is to be $100,000. Under the management of President 
Rohrman the company has made great strides. It now ranks as 
one of the leading organizations of its kind in this country. Its 
offices and wareroom capacity within the past few years has been 
more than trebled, and even now with all the additional room 
more could be used. 


The College Meeting. 


The regular pharmaceutical meeting of the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Pharmacy was held Tuesday afternoon, January 21, with 
Warren H. Poley in the chair. Joseph W. England presented a 
paper on the Comparative Composition of Milks. Dr. H. C. 
Wood, jr., exhibited a new form of Soxhlet apparatus which he 
devised, also presenting a paper entitled Does Digitoxin Com- 
pletely Represent Digitalis? in which he stated that pharma- 
cological experiments carried out by him showed that digitoxin 
is not the only active constituent of digitalis. William McIntyre 
presented a communication on The Public School Gardens of 
Philadelphia, giving information on ten gardens which have been 
under cultivation for the past year. A series of papers giving 
experiments with U. S. P. and N. F. preparations conducted in 
the pharmaceutical laboratory were also given by Prof. E, Ful- 
lerton Cook, Edgar R. Buzzeli and F. S. Bonnell, students of the 
college. At the next meeting, to be held Tuesday evening, Feb- 
ruary 18, at 8 o’clock, Miss Anna S. Kugler, M. D., who has been 
for the past twenty-five years practising medicine in Guntur, 
India, will give an illustrated lecture on The Native Practice of 
Medicine and Pharmacy in India. 
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PRESIDENT POTTS ENCOURAGES BALTIMORE 
RETAILERS. 





Baltimore Association Will Continue—The Grand Jury After 
Cocaine Venders. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Baltimore, January 23.-—lhe principal question up for consid- 
eration at the annual meeting of the Baltimore Retail Druggists’ 
Association, which was held on the first Friday in January, was 
whether the organization should be continued or not. Results 
during the past year have not been of a character to encourage 
the workers. Meetings have been poorly attended, and no prog- 
ress in the direction of combating successfully the cut price evil 
and other drawbacks appears to have been made, which dispirited 
the leaders, and the question of disbanding was freely discussed. 
Thomas Potts, of Philadelphia, president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Retail Druggists, however, in an address emphasized 
the advantages of being affiliated with the national body and 
made such a forceful presentation of what could be accomplished 
that it was decided to go on, the officers to do the best they could 
under the circumstances. Samuel Nattaus was re-elected presi- 
dent, M. S. Kahn, treasurer, and R. E. Lee Williamson, secretary. 


Clerk’s Identity a Mystery. 

A clerk in the pharmacy of George A. Bunting, 6 West North 
avenue, who was known as C. H. Dunlap and who had been 
there for several years, died last week at a hospital here, of pneu- 
monia. He had been an excellent clerk, and Mr. Bunting made 
efforts to ascertain something about the man’s family, so that they 
might be informed of his death. Mr. Dunlap was supposed to 
have come from Shreveport, La., and to have been connected 
with a wholesale house in New Orleans for a time, but inquiry 
failed to locate any relatives, and Mr, Bunting had the dead man 
buried. 


After Cocaine Venders. . 


The Grand Jury for the January term of court received very 
impressive instructions from Judge Wright with respect to its 
duties in stamping out the sale of cocaine and other habit form- 
ing drugs. He told the grand jurors they must do all in their 
power to break up the traffic, which was causing much harm. 
especially among ignorant negroes and other vicious classes. 

The police, on the other hand, seemed to be much exercised 
over the lecture of Judge Wright, which they construe as a 
reflection upon them. They say that less cocaine is being sold 
illegally at present than at almost any previous time since the 
drug became known, and they want it understood that every pre- 
caution is being taken by the department to suppress the traffic. 
The warning to the Grand Jury, therefore, they think was 
unnecessary. 


BALTIMORE NOTES. 


The wife of Dr. A. R. L. Dohme, of Sharp & Dohme, has 
been very ill with typhoid fever at her home in Roland Park, 
and for a time her life was despaired of. She is now believed 
to be safely on the road to recovery. 

Dr. D. M. R. Culbreth, of the Department of Pharmacy, Uni- 
versity of Maryland faculty, lost his father, Robert B. Culbreth, 
by death recently. Mr. Culbreth was eighty-six years old and a 
respected resident of Greensboro, on the Eastern Shore. 

William A. Stuart, proprietor of the pharmacy at Fremont 
avenue and Baltimore street, died last Saturday, after an illness 
of some months, of a complication of diseases. He was well 
known in the trade and leaves a daughter. 


Contributions for our column of Puzzling Orders are so- 
licited. To the reader submitting any order deemed worthy of 
reproduction, and which is used, we shall award a paid up sub- 
scription for the AMERICAN DRUGGIST for one year. 
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CHICAGO DRUGGISTS FIGHT COCAINE EVIL. 


New Cocaine Law Signed—Board Plans Active Campaign of En- 
forcement—Animated Meeting of C. R. D. A.—Old Officers 
Re-elected. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, January 22—The annual meeting of the C. R. D. A,, 
which took place January 14 in the assembly room of Northwest- 
ern University building, was both long and animated. The session 
hegan at 8:30 o’clock and lasted until about 1 o'clock. Dur- 
ing these hours there was an address by Dr. Bernard Fantus on 
the value of U. S. P. and N. F. preparations and on the question 
of counter prescribing, from the physician’s standpoint, in addi- 
tion to a decidedly lively debate on financial matters and finally 
the election of officers. Although the discussion of the financial 
problems approached the “heated’’ stage several times there was 
no animosity, as each side had the same object in view, namely, 
the advancement of the interests of the organization. There was, 
however, a marked difference of opinion regarding the methods 
to be followed. The debate was over the use of a fund of $3,100. 
FE. H, Ladish took a leading part in the discussion. He pleaded 
for doing everything possible to increase the constructive eff- 
ciency of the organization and did not want the money used for 
salaries. The chief clash resulted from an attempt to put through 
a motion “under the gavel,” but matters were soon straightened 
out. The disposition of the money was finally left to the execu- 
tive committee. There was no contest over the election and the 
following were chosen unanimously : 

President, S. C. Yeomans; first vice president, L. P. 
second vice piri W. P. Klenze; secretary Isam P. 
treasurer, C. A. Storer. 

The address of Doctor Fantus was warmly received, and he 
was given a vote of thanks. Several minor resolutions were 
passed. Among the more important of which was the following 
regarding cocaine legislation : 


Larsen; 
Light; 


“Whereas, the retail drug trade has always been antagonistic 
to the selling of cocaine and other habit-producing drugs, and 

“Whereas, through the earnest labors of the retail druggists 
there was recently enacte:) by the Legislature a law suitably pun- 
ishing sellers of cocaine, which law has not as yet been signed by 
Governor Deneen. therefore, be it, by the Chicago Retail Drug- 
gists’s Association in annual meeting assembled, 

“Resolved, That we urge upon Governor Deneen the ad- 
visability of immediately signing the bill referred to, so that the 
State Board of Pharmacy may proceed to prosecute ‘at once the 
sellers of this destructive drug.’ 


J. H. Wells, chairman of the legislative committee, explained 
that the new law represented more than two years’ work on the 
part of the committee. He told of the defects of the bill pre- 
sented by Judge Sadler, which had passed to third reading when 
it was withdrawn in favor of the present measure. Mr. Wells 
said that an honorable body of men had been deeply wronged 
hecause of the idea that prevailed in many quarters that practi- 
cally all druggists are selling such drugs, and he wanted the pub- 
lic to know the true attitude of the retailers. 


New Law Signed. 

The cocaine situation has again become serious, and a hard 
campaign to stamp out the growing traffic is promised as soon 
as the legal situation is cleared. Efforts are being made to have 
the wholesale houses limit sales to one ounce. The State board 
is mapping out a plan of action, and representatives of the Hull 
House settlement, which is in the heart of the cocaine consuming 
district, will also take action. The new law has now been signed 
by the Governor and it is hoped that prosecutions will prove 
more successful hereafter. 


The Joint Dinner With Doctors. 
The big dinner under the joint auspices of the Chicago Medi- 


cal Society and the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Association is to 
take place Monday evening, January 27 at the Auditorium Hotel 
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arrangements are in charge of President Favill 
and Secretary Gilmore, of the Medical Society, and President 
Yeomans and Secretary Jight, of the C. R. D. A. Arrange 
ments have been made to take care of 1,000 physicians and phar 
macists. It is expected that U. S. P. and N. F. work will re 
ceive a big boost at this gathering. Doctor Evans, the health 
commissioner, Billings and Doctor Webster are among 
the well known medical men who are working for the success of 
the dinner. The charge is to be $1.50 for each person. All 
physicians and pharmacists in good standing have been invited to 
attend. It is expected that this will he the biggest meeting of the 
sort ever known here. 

Justin Keith, Western Representative of J. L. Hopkins & Co. 

It is nearly thirty-four years since Justin Keith became “i 
knight of the grip,” and it will 
be seventeen years next April 
since he entered the employ 
of J. L. Hopkins & Co. of 
New York. Previous to that date 
he was with R. Brueckner & Co. 
and Brueckner & Koenigsheim, 
of New York, importers of crude 
drugs, representing them through 
the West and East. Since he has 
been with J. L. Hopkins & Co., 
Mr. Keith has been constantly on 
the road, and has had the Middle 
West and the Far West as hi; 
territory, covering eighteen 
States and the Canadian Prov- 
inces. For many years Mr. Keith 
has averaged between 40,000 and 
45,000 miles of travel annually. 
lor the past thirteen years he 
has made his home in Chicago, 
enjoys the so- 
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ciety of Mrs. Keith and two charming daughters. 
Affiliation of Local Organization. 

A new organization which has just been formed bears the 
title of “The Affiliated Presidents and Secretaries of Illinois State 
Retail Organizations.” ‘The body was formed at a meeting in 
the Great Northern Hotel as the result of a call sent out by the 
Retail Merchant's Thomas V. Wooten, secretary of 
the Ni LA... Re Ds forming the organization and was 
elected an honorary member. ()nly associations that are State 
wide in their scope are admitted. The object is to better the 
conditions of the retailers of Illinois in every way possible. The 
Illinois Pharmaceutical Association is included, along with vari 
ous other branches of business 


Association, 
aided in 


CHICAGO NOTES. 


Arne Oldberg, Oscar Oldberg, 
brought into prominence in musical circles. 
his was played by the Thomas Orchestra and was well received. 
Mr. Oldberg is connected with the 
ern University. 


son of Prof, has recently been 


A composition of 


school of music of Northwest 
The Chicago Chapter of the Women’s Organization is plan 
ning an informal dance and card party to take place Wednesday 
evening, January 29, in Mascnic Temple Drill Hall. 
R. S. Eaton, of the Norwich Pharmacal Company, 
in Chicago during the past week for a conference with the West- 
Mr, Eaton is a very agreeable 


has been 


ern manager, George LD). JCenyon. 
and promising young man who is bound to make a place for 
himself with the Norwich Pharmacal Company and as he is am 
bitious that means that he will land at the top. 

Charles H. 
the C. R. D. A., on account of business that demanded his pres 
Cincinnati. first meeting that he had 


Avery was not present at the annual meeting of 


ence in This was the 


missed in ten years. 
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THE DRUG AND CHEMICAL MARKET 


The prices quoted in this report gre those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for 
retail lots. The quahty of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of. prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


New York, January 25, 1908. 

Market conditions for the period under review have not varied 
to any great extent as compared with the preceding fortnight, 
but the situation is more encouraging, there being a slight in- 
crease in activity, with a more hopeful feeling prevailing as 
regards the season’s trade. While buying is not in large volume 
and many jobbers continue to limit their purchasing to the 
requirements of the moment, it is well known that the conserva- 
tive policy pursued by the different branches of the trade during 
the past six months has resulted in a considerable depletion of 
stocks, and orders are coming in more freely from interior points 
to meet the increased demand that is looked for. Importers 
report an absence of interest for quantity lots, but it is expected 
that the easier money market and the general improvement in 
financial conditions will bring about a resumption of activity and 
a firmer market for most lines of staple articles. Opium offers 
with increased freedom and the undertone is weaker if anything, 
with quotations largely nominal. Quinine is not in any better 
position, only a languid interest being taken in the article. The 
decline of 8 percent. at the bark auction in Amsterdam on Thurs- 
day surprised no one in view of recent heavy shipments; the unit 
of value was 3.42, as compared with 3.71 in December. Contin- 
ued keen competition is reflected in the market for boric acid 
and borates, which have been revised to a lower range by the 
manufacturers. Diminishing supplies of spearmint oil have served 
to harden the views of holders, and prices are generally higher, 
but citronella and cloves are lower and the same may be said of 
cassia and lemon, the recent stringency in the oils last named 
having been relieved. Among the seeds caraway, cardamom and 
quince are in upward tendency, while lobelia is easier at a de- 
cline. The unseasonably mild weather has not favored the con- 
sumption of menthol, and this article presses more freely for 
sale at a decline from previous quotations. The fluctuations of 
the period under review are shown in the following table and 
commented on in succeeding paragraphs. 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Belladonna root, Opium, 
Henbane leaves, Santonin, 
Cardamoms, bleached, Menthol, 
Caraway seed, Balsam copaiba, 
Jalap, Balsam fir, Oregon, 
lragacanth, Balsam Peru, 
Quince seed, Epsom salt, 
Spearmint oil, Gum Arabic sorts, 
Dandelion root, Cloves oil, 
Dog grass, Cassia oil, 
Wax, Brazil, Lemon oil, 
Glauber salt, Citronella oil, 
Anise oil, Bergamot oil, 
Sodium nitrate, Cassia buds, 
Gum chicle. Sarsaparilla, Mexican, 


Wax, Japan, 
Cuttlefish bone, Trieste, 
Haarlem oil, 

Ginger, Jamaica, 
Arsenic, white, 

Sal soda, 

Aloes, Curacao, 
Senega root, 

Lobelia seed, 

Balm of Gilead buds, 
Saffron, American, 
Berberis aquifolium, 
Coca leaves, Truxillo, 
Cubeb berries, 

Boric acid, 

Borax. 


Drugs. 


Alcohol, grain, of U. S. P. standard, is maintained firmly at 
$2.63, and about the usual quantity is passing out into channels 
of consumption, there appearing to be less difficulty about the 
payment of the revenue tax since the financial situation has 
cleared. About the usual demand is experienced for denatured, 
and former quotations are still current, lots of over 5 bbls. being 
offered down to 39c, while up to 45c is named for lesser 
quantities. 

Balm of Gilead buds are offered more freely in the face of 
a slackened inquiry, and quotations show a reduction to 30c 
to 35¢. 

Balsam copaiba, South American pure, is easier in the face of 
competition and sales are reported at 45c to 50c; Para is un- 
changed and quiet at goc to $1. 

Balsam fir, Canada, is held with increased firmness in sympathy 
with conditions at primary sources and diminishing spot sup- 
plies, though competition is a factor in some quarters, and while 
as high as $4 is named, there were sellers at $3.45 and $3.50; 
Oregon is a shade easier at $1.60 to $1.70. 

Balsam of Peru is finding sale in a moderate jobbing way 
only, and holders are more free to offer at $2 and upward. 

Balsam of Tolu is in fair seasonable demand, with sales at 
the previous quotations, or say 23c to 26c as to quantity. 

Barks.—Cascara sagrada is meeting with only a moderate 
inquiry, and the inside quotation has been shaded a fraction since 
our last, oc being now named, with up to IIc asked, according to 
age and quality. Cottonroot is offered less freely in the absence 
of surplus stock, but 734c to 8c will yet buy. Cramp is in firmer 
position owing to scarcity, and while 6c might be done in a lim- 
ited way, up to 7c is asked. Soap is held with increased firm- 
ness at 7c to 7%c for cut and crushed in the face of limited 
spot supplies and some uncertainty about future deliveries. 
White pine is in better demand and the market is well maintained 
at 4c to gc as to quality and quantity. Wild cherry is in good 
seasonable demand, with quotations firmly maintained at 4c to 5c. 

Buchu leaves are held with increased confidence, the primary 
market for short being reported strong in the face of predictions 
of a light crop yield; sales are making, however, at the previous 
range of 20c to 26c, the outside figure being for prime green. 

Cacao butter is meeting with little attention at the moment, 
buyers and holders being apart in their views. The nominal 
quotations on bulk are 38c to 4oc as to brand and quantity, while 
boxed goods are maintained at 45c to Soc. 

Calendula flowers, German, are well held, limited offerings 
only béing made at the current range of 55c to 6oc. 

Cantharides, Russian, are held and selling in a moderate job- 
bing way at previous range of 7oc to 75c. The Chinese variety, 
which is not recognized in the United States Pharmacopeceia, has 
been allowed entry into this port under the name “Chinese Dlis- 
tering flies,’ and sales are reported at 35c to 37%4c. 

Cassia buds are pressing for sale in some quarters, and sup: 
plies are obtainable at a reduction to 25c¢ to 26c. 

Chamomile flowers, Hungarian, are in moderately active job- 
bing inquiry and numerous sales are reported at prices within 
the quoted range of 16c to 20c. 

Clover tops are in improved demand, and quotations show 
an advance to the range of 17c to 18c. 

Codliver oil, Norwegian, is dull for this season of the year 
and values are quotably unchanged, the market being maintained 
on the basis of $22 and upward for Norwegian, according to brand 
and quantity. 

Cubeb berries have eased off a trifle in the interval owing 

















